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Pfete^ACfe. 



IN the foltewing ttai^atiVii^i I hkr6 replied tMy to that part 
-of the Rev. Dr. Morse's appeal to the publick, in Virhlch I was 
personally interested. He has chbseh to cbhheiirt with the ac- 
count of his long and most nnhappy^ cbhtroversy with me, cer- 
taih charges a^hst the College and its friends. I have hot 
presumed to attempt the vindication of that learned seminary, 
eltc^pt by incidehtalljr furhlshifag such facts as ^hbVir, th^ the 
ph>tectioh 4 have rceci^rcd from thy Mends bbiild have nb pos- 
sible connexion with those transactions, with which Dr. Morse 
has ioiight to txnite4t. How far thi^ forced dnd umiatural 
attempt to^take oif the atttotioh frbia his question with hie may 
be thought to betray t consciousness of a cause, which cannot 
safely be trusts to its owh merits, I do not take upon nie to 
determine. As, however, it ^s right that some notice should 
be taken of his charges against the University, I have been 
favoured with a review of his book, with a principal reference 
to them, by a gentleman of pre-eminent talents and virtues. It 
may h^ proper td say> that I have only read this review in the 
sheets^ as they came from the presst I add^ als6, after my 
narrative, a short statement of Mr. Higginson, at his request. 

In the narrative I now give} there wilU I hope^ be found a full 
reply to every charge, which affects the character of myself and 
my friends, except two^ which I am about to notice, contained in 
his letter to me of Jan. 3 Ist last. The first of these charges is» 
that I have given to my friends the impression, that Dr. Morse 
had made a dishonourable use of a manu9crifit of my abridgment 
of the history of New-England. The second charge is, that a 
&l)ie and slanderous Haiement of his conduct towards me, has 
been secretly circulated among my friends for eight years past, 
and only recently detected by him» 

I can hardly persuade myself^ that Dr. Morse himself can 
befieve either of these charges to be true. He calls ih6 story of 
the MS. << convenient and ingeniously contrived ;** yet he must 
surely see, that it is a clumsy and preppstepoiis falsehood for me 
to accuse hitn of using my MS4 mbridgmtnt^ when the whole 
work} of which it was an abridgment, had been printed for years, 
and opto to every one's inspection. It is a story which evi- 
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dently refutes itself, and it is impossible that he can beliere, 
that} if it were circulated, it could have ever injured him. Sec* 
ondlyi I remark, that his two charges are inconsistent. He pub-, 
lishes my << statement," in which there is not only no hint of tto, 
•tory of the MS. but such an account of his conduct, as makes the 
story impossible. He cannot think, that I, or my friends should, ^ 
at the same time, propagate two stories, one of which would 
instantly destroy the effect of the other. Both of his charges, 
therefore, cannot be true. Thirdly, I cannot think, that Dr. 
Morse believes himself, yhen he asserts, that this story has 
been circulated by me, because he condescends to use evidence 
which he knev> to be wholly without foundation. He asserts^ 
that two persons received impressions of its truth, which, he 
says, page 34y << I have reason to believe were made by Miss 
A. herself; she at least never took any pains to efface them, 
though a visitor in the family." 

I am shocked to be obliged to state to the publick, that on 
inquiry of the two persons to whom he alli^des, I find, before 
JDr. Morale published the above cited passage, be was expressly 
and solemnly toldf that this charge against me was not only 
£ilse, but that I even endeavoured to leaaen the unfavourc^ble 
imfiresaiona which one of them had received / That Dr. Morse 
inew thisi before his publication, appears from the following 
i^ote from William Austiui Esq. and his lady. 

Charleatown, May 13, 1814« 

MADiUf, 

I BBCBivEB yesterday your letter respecting a particular 
passage in Dr. Morse's ^^Appeal," which you suppose alliides 
to Mrs. Austin and myself. I handed your letter to the Doctor, 
who requested to see the answer which Mrs. Austin and myself 
should return to you. With that request we have readily com- 
plied. So that Dr. Morse has read this brief statement before 
it was enclosed to you. I have now to observe, that I did re* 
ceive, many years ago, an impression such as the Doctor men« 
tions, but did i^ot encourage the idea, that I received that im- 
pression from you, though I could not tell when or how I 
received it. On being closely pressed, the next time I saw the 
Doctor, I wholly diaclaimed ever having received it from you ; 
and of this I am very positive, because, when the Doctor read 
to me part of the letter which he sent to you, containing the 
paragraph in question, I earnestly objected to it, and told him / 
could not and would not countenance any auch inainuation, or 
words to this efiect. As it respected- Mrs. Austin, I told Dr. 
Morse she would answer for herself^ And he might apply to 
her: that I believed she received her unfavourable impressions 
from a person or persons in Roxbury. The Doctor waited on 
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Mrs. Austin, and she told hhn, << all the complaint thiit Misft 
Adams ever uttered to her respecting the Doctor was a regret, 
or that she felt hurt, that Dr. Morse did not let her know that 
lie was compiling his histoiy.^' Mrs. Austin now safs, she 
distinctly recollects, that her then unfavourable impressions of 
Dr. Morse were in some measure removed by assurances from 
you. You will now, madam, judge of my surprise and astonish- 
ment, and judge of the regret of Mrs. Austin, when she under- 
stood the Doctor had inserted the obnoxious passage, absolutely 
unfounded U9 it regards her^ andy to say the least, as it respects 
myself, an uncommon miaafifirehenaion. 
We have the pleasure to be, madam, 
Your sincere friends, 

WILLIAM AUSTIN, 
CHARLOTTE AUSTIN. 
Miss Hannah Adams. 

* After this astonishing mistatement of so simple a fact, I 
feel that the publick will hardly require more evidence in oppo- 
sition to a story* which rests only on Dr. Morse's assertion. 
He ascribes the first circulation of the story of the MS. to a son 
of Mrs. Guild, when a lad at college, and observes, that .this 
young gentleman and myself must settle the origin of it betweeht 
us. On >this subject I produce the following letters from Mrs. 
Guild and her son. 

AN extract from a <^ Candid Appeal to the Publick'* by tho 
Rev. Dr. Morse, in which it is said that the story of Dr. M.'s 
improper use of Miss Adams' manuscript^ was traced to my son, 
who heard Miss A, relate it to me, has been shewn me, with a 
wish that I should state my recollection on the subject. I do, 
therefore, state, that I have not the least recollection of that 
specifick charge being made by Miss A. But the general rec- 
ollection, that from what Miss A. did say, I thought Dr. Morse 
had treated her illiberally with regard to her book. 

Miss Adams had with her, while at my house in Cambridge, 
a letter from Dr. Morse to her, in which he threatened to re* 
dttce his work to a smaller size, if .s)ip should publish hers, 

* I hare received a letter from Dr. Morse, since he saw Mrs. Austin's letter, in 
which he makes many obtervatiODS on the manner in which he received the impret- 
aion from Mr. A. that he had this storr- from me. He says, however, nothipg of 
his conversation with Mrs. Austin, and does not attempt to account for the prin* 
cipai fact* that he penisted in publishing this account, after being told it was 
false, andfsrhidi^en ts use it. He requires me to print his teller. But it seems 
«ot (|aite equitab^, that ammfoimded ubel should be made on mc, and after that* 
I ahould be expected^ be at the expense of publishing four pagea of explanation. 
In whiohj after all, nothing important is explained. 



wMch is tiie. only &ct I reaoUeet Miss Adams stodUgi that gave 
me the impression of his wish to injure her. 

ELI2A GUULD. 
Newton, Mat 17 j 1814. 

I DO not recollect either hearing or circulating the atorjr 
which Dr. Morse has said, is traced to me.»-I recollect hearing 
Miss Adams complain of Dr. Morse's treatment of her. I was 
quite young and spoke of him with some warmth. The only 
recollection I have on the subject at present is, that Dr. Morse 
wrote a very long letter to his friends to be read to me, to con- 
vince me he was not injuring Miss A. &c. but notwithstanding 
the letter, I then had the impression, and though I have not 
heard, or thought of the subject since, till I read his candid 
Appeal, I still have the impression, his conduct to Miss A. was 
at least somewhat selfish. 

josiAH QuiNct Guild. 

Newton, Mat 17, 1814. 

But it would be enough for me to appeal to the narrative 
contained in this book, and to ask, whether it is supposeable, 
that when I had real wrongs to unfold, either I or my friends 
should have ever resorted to so gross and contemptible a fabri- 
cation which would be so easily detected, and which Dr. M. ac- 
knowledges, that I fully disavowed the moment he informed me 
of its existence. I am far from saying, that no erroneous views 
of this subject may have been entert^ed by individuals. We 
know, that the simplest occurrences are often undesignedly mis- 
titiderstood and mistated when repeated from mouth tb tnbuth ; 
and those who have heard that my eyes wdre irreparably injur* 
ed in consulting some MSS. in Rhode Island for my original his- 
tory of New England^ may have thought atid said, that Dr. M*'s 
interference with the sale of that book was the more ctueL It 
is possible, therefore, that there may be soin^, who haVe connect-* 
ed some indistinct notions of a MS. with their recollections fji 
this transaction. But Dr. M. could not, for the reasons I havO 
given, believe his own assertion, which he repeats twOAty timeft 
in his book, that the story was in general circulation among 
^< my friends and supporters." Is it, then^ too har^ t6 con- 
clude, that this whole ktory is now set up by the Doctor him-* 
self with no other design than of keeping the true one out of 

The story of the secret circulation of a &lse ^ statement** 
may be easily disposed of. I have already shewn that either 
this charge or that of the manuscript cannot be true ; the fol- 
lowing facts will shew them doth to be false. The statement 
itself is given by Dr M. in his Appeal, p. 23. I remarked on 
it in my reply to him in the Centinel. (See Aj^peal, p. lOj 



« Wliat will the p^bliek Bay, when they know^ that cveiy Uxt 
of the least importance, in that paper, was contldned in a state-- 
ment given to the referees, after being shown to Dr. Morse 
himself, and by him not then contradicted in any particular ?** 

Dr, M. asserts th;^ here is « at least one direct fahehoodj for 
that he did contradict a part of the statement to the referees.'^ 
If the reader will turn to page 33 and ^4 of Dr. M*s Appeal an4 
conopare them, he will find that the only fact contained in my 
statement lo Mr. Shaw, contradicted by him, is, that he " com- 
plimented my publication*' at an interview, which I had with him 
in 1804. The Doctor's civility had so little elated me, that I 
really never inquired, whether he contradicted it or not) and 
his statement to the referees I never saw till it appeared in his 
Appeal. It seems, however, admitted by the Dr. himself, that 
all the falsehood and slander concerning him, circulated in this 
ipysterious statement was, that he had once paid a compliment 
to my poor productions. I certainly did believe, that he had so 
favoured me y bu| perhaps it was only my se^^'s vanity whkh 
misled me. 

On the charge of secretly circulating this statement, the piab- 
lick ncfed only read the following letter of Mr. Shaw and refer 
to Dr. M*s appeal, p. ITSi, where he will find, that a very possi-* 
live assertion on this Mibject is completely, though v«ry awk- 
wardly, taken back.* 

Dr. MoRSB having thought proper to introduce my name m his 
appeal to the publick, as the person who obtained and prwalely circu- 
lated a letter from Miss H. Adams to me, with intent to injure his 
reputation, it seems prc^r, that I should openly declare the facts ou 
which he founds this misrepresention. 

I first became interested in favour of Miss Adams from regard 
towards a respectable but destitute female. After some time, my 
interest was so muph increased by the peculiar ndsfortunes^ as well as 
uncommon worth of this self^ducated lady, M'hose writings have done 
so much honour to her native state, s^d vliose simplicity of character 
had exposed her to loss in the publication of most of her works, that I 
requested her to commit her story to paper, for my own gratification, 
and also in the hope, it might be of some use to her. This paper I 
received in August, 1805, and have sSiowed it only occa^onally to my 
intimate friends, never for ^ purpose of diminbhiug the reputation of 

* This is Dr. M.'s assertion. ^'Itis not likely, that I should ever Imve beea 
permitted to see them, but for the circumstance that your letter, the vert/ one 
now before me, was put into the hands of one of my faithful friends, on purpose to 
destroy her cmfixtetwe in me^ who felt it to be her duty to inform mo of your 
charges." p. 172. An application was made to the lady here referred to, which pro- 
duced a letter from her to Dr. Morse, from which it appears, that the statement, 
instead of being put into her hands to destroy her confidence in Aim, was sent for 
by the lady hertelftfi counteract hia unfavourable assertions with regard to me. 
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Br. Mone, thoui^ I do notdtny it may bare had that eflSoet, espe- 
cially when it iras shown, as in the case mentioned in his appeal, (see 
Qote, page 172) for the purpose of removing impressions unfavourable 
to her, which had been made by Dr. Morse's relation of the story 
respecting his interference. 

In the year 1800, a subscription was made for an annuity for this 
lady. 

It would be sufficient to confound Dr. Morse, who has attributed 
unworthy motives to these subscribers, if delicacy permitted me to 
publidi the names. At tlu head would be seen the name of a gentle- 
man, whose munificence the publick has long been accustomed to ad- 
mire, and whom Dr. Morse would not rank among his '' adversaries.** 
Tlus name is followed by many oOiers of both sexes, withoi|t aty i&- 
Imction of religious sentiment 

I need only add, that there never lias been any concealment about 
this paper, and it was sent to Dr. Morse, I think, on the same day that 
I accidentally met him in the street, and he explained to me the paper 
which he wished. 

WM- S. SHAW. 

I did not notice in its place the offer which Dr M. triumphs 
in having made to Mr. Higginson, thaty after having denied that 
I had any claims on his justice^ he proposed if Mr. H. would ask 
money for me in charity^ he would double any siim which Mr. 
H. or any of his wealthy friends would give. I desire the pub- 
lick to read my narrative, and then to say whether such an of- 
fer^-which he knew from the manner in which it was made 
would be indignantly refused— -was not the addition of insult to 
his other injuries. 

As Dr. M. has inserted in his appeal the voluminous docu- 
ments relating to this case, it is not necessary that I should 
swell my book by republishing them. It is but justice to say 
that in ffeneralf they ar^ printed with accuracy, so far as 1 have 
had leisurtB to examine them. 



t Some slight changes are inade,withoat being signified. For ezamplef in my 
reply in the Centinel, I have observed, that though Dr. Morse asserts, that my 
letter to Mr. Shaw had << lately and for the first time come to his knowledge/' he 
bad in fact acknowledged he had heard of it '* seventeen months" before. In 
order to avoid the effect of this remark, in republishing his appeal fi-om the Cen- 
tinel, he silently plaees the date Oct. 1812, as a note on the word *^lately/' without 
hinting that It was not thei*e before, and thua dexterously^ reduces the detection 
of a mistatement9 to a mere verbal cciticism. This is a fair specimen of the man. 



A NARRATIVE, &c. 



IT is unnecessary for me to offer any apology foi^ 
the following pages, which are drawn from me by that 
regard for my good name, which the humblest of man- 
kind is allowed to feel. The Rev. Dr. Morse, in an ap- 
peal to the publick in the Centinel of March last, and 
liiore recently in an elaborate volume, has exhibited 
charges against me, to which I am bound to reply. 1 
am about to give a plain narrative of the facts connected 
with this controversy ; and, w ithout seeking to bury the 
real merits pf the transaction under a load of matter^ 
which has no connexion with it, I shall rely only on the 
simplicity and truth of my statements for my defence. 

In order that my motives and feelings may be rightly 
understood, I must begin with speaking of the circum-^ 

- stances of my situation at the time, when this controver- 
sy has its origin. My life had been devoted, with sk 
humble, though, I hope, not wholly useless industry, tot 
literary pursuits. From the publications I had made^^ 
however, owing to my inexperience in such transac- 
tions, I had derived little profit, though they had been, 
generously patronized by the publick. I was without 
fortune, and without friends, who could afford me any 
thing more than their good wishes 5 in short, entirely 

^ dependent on my own exerticms for, my support. I had 
been in feeble health for a long time, and my eyes had 
suffered an irreparable injury in prosecuting my re- 
searches for my history of New England. My design 
in that history was originally limited ta a work for 
schools ; but it swelled unexpectedly under my hands, 
and J was too ill to attempt to reduce its sizq. It was 



fHbl&Iied in an expensive fern^ and yielded ue^tte^or 
no emolument. I however consoled myself with the^ 
idea^ that^ after the greater part of the edition, was dis- 
posed of^ I could still publish an abridgment of it for 
the use of schools. This idea I kept steadily in view^ 
and^ as I had secured the copy-right of my history^ I 
never entertained the smallest idea of being superseded 
by any other person. 

The circumstances of my situation were well knowa 
to Dr. Morse, for he boasts of his patronage^ aqd the 
mterest he took in my concerns*^ Was it then won- 
derftil, that my feelings should be deeply wounded at 
ftoding my labours apparently rendered useless by the 
publication of a rival work b^ Doctors Morse and Par- 
ish ? Their book, however intended^ I saw, from it» 
size and price^ must be considered, in fact, as a rival 
work, both to my original history, and to any abridg-^ 
Hkent of it I might be supposed to make. It rivalled 
my original history in its size, for it contained 387 pages^ 
while mine contained but 518 in a larger type. It riv- 
alled^ also, any probable abridgement, because from Di*. 
Morse's superior dexterity in making his contracts with 
the printer, he sold his. boofc for Mr i^r while my work, 
containing only 1S6 pa^es more, cost 2%, SS. JS there- 
&re it had been the design of thes6 gentlemen, to make 
a book, which should effectually dnve mine out of the 
market, and prevent me from substituting any other, 
they would have made just such a book as their ^^Cmn- 
pendious History/' No one therefore will blame me, 
that J hastened to seek an explanation of Dr. Morse, 
and endeavoured tb ascertain, whether he intended t(a.en^. 
ter into this ruinous competition with me.^ I accordingr 
ly saw him, ajid he assured me, that ^^ he did not think 
hi» work would interfere with mine.'' He replied: to^ 
my question, whether he was willing I should priirt 3Xki 
abridgement, that " he was perfectly willing, and wish- 
ed to encourage thf undertaking." I wa3 bound to be^ 

* One Qf the instances of patronage I reeeired from hiin» was an o^er, vhich I 
aecepted, to take two insteaa of one copy of mj hiitory, on condition that h 
iroiiid let bim haY« Ihem a quarter of* 4olnr cheaper (haft 1 sold them to others. 
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fieve Mm siiieere^ iiitd^ not havitig Chen roiid'bts ^refae^^ 
^f course wae satisfied. Notwithstanding this assnr- 
^mce^ soon after his hisimy was oat of the press, I re- 
ceived the following letter^ underscored by the Doctor 
liimself in those passa^ges, nvldeh are in italicks. 

MISS HANHAH ADAMS, 
JUaianif ^Charlestown^ Sept £6^ 1804, 

The last time I saw you, you suggested to me, that 
* you had contemplated an abHdgment cf the History q^ 
jiTetC'England for schools, and wished to know if I 
should have any objection to your publishing a work of 
that kind. I answered you that I had not. I have since 
tnentioned [in a letterf] the subject of our conversation 
to my parbier, Rev. Mr. Parish^ who appears not alto- 
gether pleased with the idea, as it will look too much 
like rivalshipf and might provoke to an abridgment of 
4[>urs« He thinks^ that as we had no intention of interfer- 
ing with the sale of your large and valuable History of 
New-Kncland, and had no intimation of your intention 
;of abridging it j and as ours is intended for a very 
different purpose from yours, it wotUd hardly he proper^ 
as JHirs is now published, for you to publish an- 
other of the same kind^ at a less price. The public 
would satjp that either the/)nevr the other was tmnecessa^ 

* This letter, it Wffl be observed, differs from Dr. Morse's priateifl 
copy, as he makes the cooclusioD of his first paragraph, and the whole 
of the second, a quotation from Mr. Parish. It is not so marked in the 
original, which is not divided into such paragra{$hs; and parts are 
andersGored in the originafl, which are net by him piinted in italicks. 
If Jh. M. has Mr. F's letter, it might aflbrd some light on the sut^ect. 

Dr* Morse asserts several times, that he wrote to Mr. Parish at mf 
Tequest, and that he engaged to send me Mr. F's opinion. I will not 
•contradict this by a flat denial, but merely say, that I have no 'recol- 
lection Gif requesting Dr. M. to write to Mr. P. Let Dr. M's own ac- 
count of this conversation, however, be taken, and it wiM be evident, 
that the firat suggestion of consulting Mr. P. came from himself. See 
App. p. 84. I may further remark, that, never having had a doubt t>f 
my own right, I could not need Mr. P's opinion on it. 

t '' I k^t no^copy of this letter, and Dr. P. caanot Smi the Gng- 
" inaV is Dr. Morse's aote, App. j^ 19. 



4«y. Sucli ate Mt. P's ideas^ which he requested 
me to communicate to you. They will have what weight 
with yout you will please to give them. I gave you my 
owtt opinion verbally when I saw yori. 

It .would give me pain to have the lea^t interference 
in any of our publications... It has ever been my wish 
to promote yours. It never entered my mind, that our 
history of New-EiBgland would be considered as any 
interference with your views. I am sorry if you so 
consider it. I have never heard that it is the opinion 
of any other pei-son. 

Sincerely wishing you success in all your useful la- 
hours. I am^ with esteem^ your humble servant^ 

J. MORSE. 

I leave it to the reader to conceive of the feelings ex- 
cited hy this cniel and menacing letter, in a person un- 
der the circumstances, in which I then was, and after 
the assurances I had received. Dr. M. indeed pro- 
fessed to shift all the responsibility of it on Mr. P. ; I 
therefore addressed a letter of expostulation to this lat- 
ter gentleman. He immediately replied by a letter,* in 
which he wholly disclaimed any objection to my pro- 
posed abridgment, and ascribed his opposition entirely 
to a mistaken idea, that my abridgment had been indue* 
ed by their work. He called on me in person with his 
lel;/;er, and verbally confirmed the friendly sentiments it 
contained. 

Once more then I felt comparatively relieved from anx- 
iety, as I had now the assurances of both Drs. M. and 
P. that they had no objection, that I should try the for- 
tune of my little work. I presumed there wtmld be no 
farther interference, and set about preparing my abridg- 
ment for the press. I was now particularly obliged to 
Mr. W. S. Shaw, by whose generosity and active ex- 
ertions I was enabled to publish in July, 1805, and was 
full of expectations of some small profit from the sale 
of my books. I also hoped the copy-right would be 

' ^ See the whole of tliis letter m Dr. M's appeal, page 21. 



Useful td mej aild Ihat I should not meet with any ob- 
stacles in publishing another edition^ when the first was 
sokL If Dr. Morse had been true to his assurances^ 
and his interference had ended here, I never should 
have again complained of the loss I sustained by the 
publication of the first edition of his '' Compendious 
History.'^ ^' What then'^ Dr. Morse supposes the read- • 
jcr will inquire (may 1 not say however that he would 
not be a very kind or courteous reader) *^ what could 
have induced the woman to bring up afresh, and in a 
manner bearing so hard on the character of Dr. M. com« 
plaints, which she acknowledged had been previously 
removed to her entire satisfaction?^^* 

My reply to this ungentle question is, that I soon un-- 
happily found, that Dr. M. was not true either to the 
letter or tq the spirit of the assurances he had given, 
^^ that he was willing I should print my abridgment,'* 
and " it would give him pain to have the least interfer- 
ence in any of our publications — that it was ever his 
wish to promote mine/'f 

While on a visit to my friends in Beverly and Salem, 
I called at Gushing & Appleton's bookstore to engage 
these gentlemen to take a number of my abridgment for 
sale. They declined, and informed me that Drs. M. 
and P. had applied to them to print a new edition (^ 
their Compendious History upon a smaller scale, and at 
the reduced price of 75 cents. This intelligence blasted 
all my new raised hopes of profit from my abridgment. 
There could be no doubt whatever that this was to be the 
^execution of the threat contained in Dr. M.'s letter. I 
shall no^' attempt to describe how much I was hurt. I 
expressed myself with warmth on this oci!asion. I re- 
member saying to Mr. Cushing, that, if Drs. M. and 
P.'s abridgment was published, I would print Dr. M.'s 
letter, containing the threat. I expected and intended, 

what I said should be reported to Dr. M. He soo 

tt 

* Appeal, p. 27. I never said more than, tHat I was so far satistfedy 
that I should make no complaint ; provided, of course, however, that 
Dr. IVL was tiue to his assurances. 

\ See hi? letter of 26 Sept. 1804- 



after told A Mmd at mine^ (w]k> made kttown my feelr 
ingd to him) that this new edition would not injure me^ 
but would help ike sale #f mine. Yet by his publish* 
ins a second and cheaper edition^ hef&re^ his first was 
0oli, it is evident that he considered my abridgment^ as 
injuring the sale of his history. 

Doctor Morse's answer^ which he supposes his read- 
ers will make to the unamiable question is^ however^ dif- 
ferent from the one I have now given. He puts this 
proposed Salem edition of his entirely owt of sight in 
nis ^^ AppeaP' for no less than thirty closely printed 
pages. He asserts^ that there must be mvo^' hidden 
cause of my conduct ; and this cause, he affirms, can be 
nothing less than the controversy^ in which he was en- 
gaged with regard to the election of Br. Ware^ which 
took place in ¥ehruary^ 1809, and the pmAlicatvm of his 
^irue reasons^^for his opposition to itj pMishe^^after 
ike middle ofMarchy 1805. He accordingly is pleased* 
to favour his readers with a new edition of his ^^ true 
reasons/' and a statement of the vast importance of what 
he did and said on that occasion^ 

Of the merits of that question, I leave it to others 
more qualified than myself to decide. To show, that 
there was actually no connexion between it and my drffi* 
«ulties with Dr. M. will be very easy. Before I return- 
cd to Boston, (after visiting Cushing and Applelon) I 
Wrote to Drs. M« and P. upon the subject of this new 
]iublication, but these letters were not sent. I was at 
once grieved, irritated, and tremblingly alive to the ap- 
prehension, that my feelings might betray me to improp. 
er conduct I therefore showed my letters to some of 
my frieuds, who were partial to Dr. M ; among others 
to Mr. E. of Beverly. He did not object to the con- 
tents, but did not advise me to send them, as I then 
supposed, from an idea, that I was unable to support 
my cause against a gentleman of such power and influ* 
^nce. Others, whom I consulted, supposed, if I sent 
my letters, I should expose myself tb continual trouble 
hy letters from Dr. M« and my health wpuld suffer in 



ifce mie^pial eoBfeat. I have-heaietofore kept ifie lettei^ 
to show wkat my feelings were on this occasion. Am 
extract from the letter to Dr^ M. is bow published^ 
for the same reason that it was submitted to the referees^ 
to prove that I had^ when alone^ with no friend to ad« 
vise me^ (except one, who was averse to any controversy 
with Dr« M.) the same sense of the iiQury done me^ 
which was exhibited in my letter to Mr. Shaw, and afe 
various times since. The dates of these letteiis, let it b*^ 
observed, was November, 18, 180$. In this letter X 
enumerated my complaints to Dr. Morse, as follows:^ 
^^ When I first heard of your publishing your Com- 
pendious History, I was surprizMi and hurt, and did in- 
deed consider it interfering with my rights ; I found 
that this was the opinion of many literary gentlemeuji 
who were fally qualified to form a correct judgment up- 
QA this subject.^' I mentioned, that his letter of Beptem*^ 
ber, 1804, excited my most painful feelmgs, and that I 
thought if he had ^^ taken the trouble of ^ving a state- 
ment of my situation to Dr. P. his objections might 
have been prevented.'^ I next informed him, that ^^ when 
I saw his Compendious History I was exceedingly 
hurt to find my Summary History represented aa toe 
expensive and disjointed to be useful to the rising gen-^ 
eration.^' Lastly, I complained of his application t% 
Cushing and Appletoa to print upon a smaller scale^ 
and at a reduced price. I have been more particular ia 
mentioning the contents of this letter, that the reader 
may see the injustice of Dr^ M. in. accusing Mr. H. 
and with him the whole body of the jealous supportera 
of Harvard College, with fomenting these disputes^ 
while, in fact, the letter containing these remarks, was 
written before I had the honour ofoeing aeqvainted with 
Hiat gentleman^ and before J had any acquaintance with 
the controversy about the election of the Professor of 
Divinity. Soon after my return to Boston, which wat 
in I^ovember, 1805, 1 was for the fir$t time inttoduced 
to Mr. HigginsoQ, a gentleman whom I often heard ex- 
tolled for his active benevolence. Whil^ my mmd 

* S«e tbe whole of these ia Dr. M.> Appeal, pag<;5 5% $9. 
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most acutely felt tlie recentlastance of Dr. Morse's inter- 
ference^ rendered doubly painful by the menace contain- 
ed in bis letter, 1 told Mr* U. my accumulated wrongs. 

The " hai*sh expressions/' he or any of my other 
friends might have used on this occasion, were^ as the 
referees intimate, owing to a ^' generous sympathy ;'' 
and the publick will judge, whether such conduct in 
Dr. Morse did not warrant some ^ severity of rebuke. 
Mr. Higginson zealously espoused my cause ; and part* 
ly by his influence, the publication of the edition con- 
tracted for at Gushing and Appleton's by Dr. M. was 
suppressed, and a second edition of my abridgment was 
now printed. The threat in Dr. M.'s letter was, how- 
ever, at length substantially executed, by the publication 
of an edition of 4000 copies at Newburyport, in 1808, 
This was not indeed called an abridgment, but was 
said only to be " shortened.'' The price, however, was 
reduced to GsQ. This act^ as soon as it became known^ 
excited a general sentiment of indignation in the publick. 
It became necessary, therefore, for Dr. M. to appear wil- 
ling to oflfer an investigation; and he accordingly proposed 
to submit his conduct towards me to a reference, pledg- 
ing ^^ himself to redress my wrongSy^^ to the satisfaction 
of three gentlemen, named by himself. To this propo- 
■feal X promptly acceded, and it was accordingly arrang- 
ed in December, 1808 ; the three gentlemen, named by 
Dr. M. being Hon. Judge Davis, Judge DaM^es, and 
Hon. Mr. Dexter, to all of whom 1 was personally un- 
known. 

Here I must pause for a moment in my narrative to 
beg the reader to consider, whether these grounds of 
complaint were, as Dr. Morse represents them, *^ utterly 
frivolous and absurd." I ask then, firsts whether I had 
no reason to complain of Dr. Morse — my professed 
^* friend and patron," a man in the yearly receipt of from 
£1500 to ££000 from his other books, besides his ample 
salary ad a clergyman — had I no reason to complain, that 
such a man should enter on a literary ground preoccu- 
pied by me, a helpless woman, dependent on the scanty 
l^)roducts of my pen for subsistence ? I do not question 
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3ii6 hgi^ right to publish a book on any subject that lie 
pleased^ nor his ability to write a far better book than t 
had done ; but had I not a moral right to expect from 
my ^^ patron and friend^'' that if he needed any addition 
to his splendid income^ he would have devoted his talents 
to some other «object^ and have left to me the field chosen 
for my humble labours ? Could I have expected^ that he^ 
who so well knew my situation^ would come out to the 
worlds with a book almost as copious las my original 
work, and nearly as cheap as I could be expected to be 
able to afford any abridgment of it ? The authors of the 
^^Compendious History^^ indeed say, Dr. M. for himself, 
^^ that it never entered his mindihat their Compendious 
History would be considered as an interference with my 
views,'^ and Dr. P. for himself, that ^^ he supposed it 
would be a handmaid to introduce youth to my greater 
work, and would therefore operate to my advantage.^' 
I am compelled to ask the publick to judge, whether, in 
the case of Dr. M. who from long experience was so 
.perfectly acquainted with the art of, book-making, this 
can be thought a probable sta|;ement ; nay, more, when 
It is considered, that he mentions my work in his preface 
to his own, and classes it with those ^^ disjointed vol- 
umes, too expensive to be rendered useful to the rising 
generation,^' is it not nearly certain, that he meant to 
supersede at least any abridgment of my book that could 
be made ? But granting the interference to have been 
originally unintentional, still had I not reason, in the 
4second place, to complain of Dr. M. for sending to me, 
whom he knew to be a helpless, and professed to think 
a deserving woman, a. letter in the name of Dr. P. de- 
signed to operate as a menacej to deter me from exercis- 
ing the unquestionable right of albridging my own work ? 
Did he not, by becoming the bearer of such a threat, give 
it the stamp of his authority ? If he neglected to inform 
Dr. P. of the real circumstances of my situation, espe- 
cially after receiving Dr. P.'s answer, containing such 
erroneous conceptions of the subject, was not such neg- 
lect criminal, and is he not solely responsible for the 
inconsequences ? The letter Dr. M. wrote his partner on 
S 
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tbe sabject was unbappily not copied by bim^ and tbe 
ori^nal is mislaid by Dr. P. ; whether the whole answer 
of 6r. P. conforms to the letter of Dr. M. is therefore to 
be judged only by probability, (see Dr. M.'s Appeal, p. 
SI.) Thirdly, to Omit all minor considerations, I ask, 
had I not reason to complain that Dr. M. when he found 
fliat his interference was actual^ however unintentional, 
was not contented with the profits of an edition of 3000 
copies ; but entered, by a new and larger edition, at a 
reduced price, into competition with me for the advan- 
tage I might derive from my abridgment ? Is not (lie 
justness of this complaint heightened too, by the fact, that 
all the while he was doing this, and even to this day, 
he avers against all evidence, that ^^ he never for a mo- 
ment has considered either of his editions as interfering 
with, or having any tendency to abridge the sale either of 
my Summary History or my Abridgment ? (See his 
Appeal, p. 61.) To what a state of mind must he have 
brought himself, to make this monstrous assertion? 

The affair being now committed to the decision of 
men, so competent to investigate its merits, one would 
think, that if Dr. M. had been conscious of a good cause, 
he would have been anxious that the inquiry should 
proceed. Instead of this, however, after Mr. Higginson's 
feitaiement of my claims had been sent to Judge Davis, 
and a copy delivered to Dr. M. he induced a friend to 
eall on me for the purpose of persuading me to relin- 
qmsh Ike reference. The nature and result of the inter- 
Tiew will be seen in the following account of it, which I 
wrote at the time to Mr. H. Out of delicacy to my friend 
Mr. £. I had requested, this letter should not be used^ 
unless Dr.M. should make such use of Mr. E.'s visit 
as to render it necessary. 

Bear Sir^ ^ MedfieU^ Jan. 1800. 

NOT long since 1 received a visit from Mr. E. of B. 
and as you have generously taken me under your pro- 
tection, 1 think it proper to relate to you what I can re- 
collect of the conversation, which passed between us 
respecting Dr. Morse. I would; however, first observe, 
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Ibat t have the fUUest confidence in the Mendship and 
integrity of Mr. £• ; but the sincerity of his own heart 
may lead him to be too unsuspicioui^ of the artLBces of 
others^ whose religious sentiments coincide with' his own» 
I conversed with Mm^ with that frankness which resulted 
from long habits of friendship and confidence. He ask-* 
ed me, why I said J)r* Morse fiattered me, in the con- 
yersation I had with him ? I replied, that when I ex- 
pressed my fears to him, that his Compendium would 
injure the sale of my Summary History, he answered tg 
this effect, that the work was so good, and the credit so 
well established, that I need not apprehend ai^ thing of 
that nature ; but since then, he had, as Mr. £. himself 
bad previously informed me, spoken disrespectfully of the 
Summary History to him ; besides, he had treated it with 
eontempt in his Compendious History, and therefore 
there was th€5 greatest propriety in using the term flat- 
tery» Mr. £. said, the Doctor had omitted the passage 
objected to in the last edition of his work,^ though he 
was not convinced, he had fully done me Justice in that 
particular. . He alleged in behalf of the Doctor, that it 
bad been the practice of others to write school books^ 
which, though they might interfere with others of a sim- 
ilar kind, had not been made the subject of complaint. 
I answered, that the design* of Dr. Morse's letter to me^ 
was to prevent my publishing my abridgment; he allow^ 
ed that.the Doctor had acted very wrong jn that partic-^ 
ular ; said he was sensible of it himself. He isaid, the 
Doct<Mr could not do any thing for me, because that 
would be acknowledging the complaints against hint 
were just He assured me, that having the affair made 
publick would injure my reputation, as well as wound 
my feeling!^, and deprive me of many advantages I might 
otherwise enjoy. Among other things, he told me, that 
as I intended publishing a History of the Jews, Dr. 
Morse never would permit a favourable review to bci 
published in the Panoplist, unless an accommodation 
first took place between us. Mr. E. said further, that 

* Although the passage was altered ia the second editioD> yet lltilly 
2|9 it novr stands, the same impressiog is nade as before* 
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&ousli publishing the difficulties between myself ancP 
Dr. Morse woula be greatly to my disadvantage^ the in- 
jury done the Doctor would be still gteater, as he had 
many enemies ; and alleged that the scripture directed 
us to tell our brethren their faults in private, not expose 
them to the world ; and all who professed Christianity 
ought to endeavour to accommodate their differences in 
this way ; and painted in strong colours the duty of for- 
giving injuries. I assured him, that, though it had been 
my uniform opinion, that the Doctor had treated me un- 
generously, I did not harbour any sentiments of resent- 
ment, and felt an extreme reluctance to injure his repu- 
tation by exposing his conduct ; more especially as he 
was a clergyman, whose sacred office I revered. I was 
also convinced, that Mr. E. had a sincere regard for me, 
and would, in a similar case, have acted as he wished 
me to do. While my heart was softened with friend- 
ship, penetrated with the dread of acting contrary to the 
sacred injunctions of Christianity, and tremblingly alive 
to all the timid apprehensions of a female, I felt as if I 
would willingly sacrifice every thing for the sake of 
peace. I told Mr. E. I earnestly wished to have the 
affair settled as privately as possible; but as I was under 
the highest obligation to you for your generous and dis- 
interested interference in my behalf, and as I had put 
the affair into your hands, I could not, and would not, 
act contrary to your direction and approbatfon; After 
Mr. E. left me, and I reflected coolly upon what I had 
said, I thought my feelings had carried me too far ; and 
as Providence had raised you up for my protector, it 
was lawful and proper to struggle to obtain my just 
light ; as my heart assures me I do not act from; any 
motives of resentment. I cannot, however, wholly con^ 
quer my repugnance to having the affair made puUick^ 
and it.woiud be an inexpressible relief to my mind ta^ 
have it settled as privately as possible. I wish, how- 
ever, to submit every thing to your judgment, and while 
life remains, I shall ever retain the most grateful sense 
ef your goodne$fi^ to 

Your obliged friend, 

HANNAH ADAMS- 
Stephen Bigginsan^Jun. Esq. 
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I leave it to the publiek to form their own opinion otk 
this transaction. 

♦ The referees met in April, and after f, full hearing; 
of the ca^C; they on the 11th of May gave the following 
award : 

The opinion or award of the referees. 

We are requested to give an opinion on the merits of 
a controversy between Miss Hannah Adams and the 
Rev. Doctors Morse and Parish. 

Miss HajTnah Adams is the complainant ; she al- 
leges an interference with two of her publications, tha 
Summary History of New-England, and an abridgment 
of that Histoiy, by the Compendious History of New- 
England, which the Bev. Gentlemen above mentioned 
have published in two editions. 

Miss Adams is represented m this submission by 
Stephen Higginson,. Jun.. Esq. and it was stated by 
the.Hev. Doct. Morse, at the hearing before us, that 
he had authority to include the Rev. Doct. Parish. 

After full deliberation on the evidence and observa- 
tions presented to us by the parties respectively, it is our 
opinion, that Dr. Morse^ and Dr. PARfSH, in making 
the publication complained of, have not violated any 
right, which any judicatory, legal or equitable, is com- 
petent to enforce. We are however of opinion, that 
Miss Adams, by her pre-occupation of the subject, and 
her assiduous and useful labours in the management of 
it, was entitled to attention and respect from gentlemen,, 
contemplating a publication cf like import, embracing 
tbe same period of time, and which, unless obviously 
defective, must nec^sarily exhibit strong features of re- 
semblance to Miss Adams's work. ^ The peculiar cir- 
cumstances of that lady were also to be regarded, and 
would seem to require particular tenderness^and atten- 
tion, in any procedure, which might tend to dimiuish the 
profits of her literary labours. 

From a due estimation of these considerations, there 
should, as we conceive, have resulted a conviction, that 
some amicable overtures were due to Miss Adams, fop 
satisfying her undefined claims, before "a publication 
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jihould be made so similar to her performanee^ aad 8& 
likely to interfere with her reasonable expectations. 

The obligations^ resulting from views of this deserip* 
tion, are still in fqrce^and should, in our opinion^ restrain 
Dr. Morse and Dr. Parish from bringing their ^' Com- 
pendious History'' into competition with Miss Adams's 
^^ Summary" and Abridgmeiit above mentioned, without 
previous reasonable offers of compromise with her. 

We have not sufficient information of facts tp enable 
us to say, what ought to be the terms of such compromise. 
The undefined nature of the claims, which we have sug- 
gested, may produce honest diversity of sentiment, and 
should prompt to a candid judgment on the subject* 
The transaction, like many other moral concerns, may 
take its true character |rom circumstances, views, and 
motives, not appearing in evidence, and which may 
scarcely admit of a distinct exhibition. 

We would add, that we have not seen sufficient in 
ilds transaction to require the severity of censure, that 
has occasionally been applied. We can perceive, and 
duly estimate, the generous sympathy, which might have 
prompted to harsh expressions ; but their irritating ten- 
dency must be admitted, andlthey may have impeded a 
friendly and satisfactory accommodation between the 
parties. THOMAS DAWES, 

JOHN DAVIS, 
SAMUEL DEXTER. 

Boston^ tith Mdy^ 1809. 

This award, in the opinion of myself and all my 
friends, was unequivocally in my favour. It decides 
clearly, that I had suffered a diminution of the profits 
of my literary labours by the publications of Drs. M. and 
P. : that these gentlemen were under obligations previ- 
ously to tlieir publication, to have endeavoured to make 
some amicable arrangement, by which that suffering 
should be avoided, or at least lessened : that those ob- 
ligations still existed, and ought to restrain those gentle- 
men from even selling any more of their books, till they 
had offered to make some arrangement, to prevent my 
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iuflering fartliet iii]tirf. What the atMrnt of th^'coiB- 

Sensatiofi to be made me should be^ the award does not 
ecide ; because^ as that ianst be a question of coni^ienco 
and moi'al feeling, and must depend on the relatiye cir^ 
cumstances of the parties, &e. it was a point best left t^ 
the parties themselves amicably to settle. 

On the other hand, it is evident, also, from this awards 
that the referees were desirous of sparing as much as 

Sossible the fefelings and character of Drs. M. and P. It 
ecides, that they had not violated any such right ^t mine^ 
^s would entitle me to redress by the laws of the land* 
I never thought oi* said they had done so. It forbears 
also to decide any thing on the motives, which produced 
the interference of these gentlemen^ or on the degree of 
their injustice in delaying so long to make me reasona- 
ble redress. It even suggests a possible apology for it^ 
in the *^ harsh expressions,'^ which the generous, though 
indiscreet sympathy of my friends, may have prompted 
them to use. It is satisfied with declaring, that I had 
suffered injury, without defining its magnitude. It ad- 
)nits, that there might be honest diversity of opinion with 
regard to the amount of my claims for compensation. It 
supposes, however, that the consciences of two clergy* 
men would dictate to them the propriety of making such 
offers, as would be considered reasonable and ample. 

Here, then, was an occasion offered to Dr. M. of ma- 
king an honourable close of this unhappy business. He 
might have said, ^^ I did not intend to injure you by my 
publication ; but since it appears to be the opinion of 
these distinguished gentlemen, that I have been the oc. 
casion of suffering to you, I stand ready to make you a 
reasonable compensation.'' If such had been hi^ con- 
duct, every thing might haVe been peaceably settled. I 
appeal to all, who know mfe, to say^ v^hether it is likely 
my demands would have been unreasonable ? I appeal to 
all who know the characters of my friends, to decide^ 
whether, if such had been the conduct of Dr. Morse^ 
they are not men of such a generous spirit, ^s to have 
buried the transaction in eternal oblivion ? No man liv- 
ing will doubt^ that this would have been tiie fact* 
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ijllf^appily he resolved on a different course. He 
ichose to take advantage of the delicacy of the referees 
in forbearing to decide on the degree of his injustice^ iu 
60 long delaying to fulfil what they declare to have been 
his '' obligations ;'' and on the amount of the compensa- 
tion to me, which was consequently due. He determin- 
jed to construe their expressions, ^^ reasonable offers of 
compromise,^' as meaning nothing more than an explan- 
atory CONVERSATION ! MUTUAL coticessions ! a conver- 
sation iu which we were " to agree what course should 
be pursued with regard to the present and future editions 
of our respective works, that there might be no interfer- 
ence, no jealousies.^' (See Ids appeal, p. 105.) 
. He requested Mr. E. to inform me of his views of the 
award, and authorized him to propose an interview for 
Ibis purpose. Mr. £. expressly informed me, that Dr. 
M. did not consider any pecuniary compensa^tion as in- 
tended by the award. As this was so entirely different 
irom the sense in which I understood the award, I could 
iave no motive for such an interview, but the hope of 
<ionvincing Dn M. that his construction was incorrect. 
Thi^ was utterly hopeless> and I feel sure no one 
rwill condemn me for avoiding an interview with a man 
jso much superiour in the talent of conversation, espe- 
cially as the proposal was made in the absence of my 
Iriends, who alone were acquainted with the circumstau- 
<ces of the transaction. 

That Dr. M. was not himself satisfied with his own 
construction, is evident by an application, which he 
made to the referees, for an explanation of their aWard^ 
iefore he heard my answer to his proposal. These 
gentlemen, in their answer, declined entering into a dis- 
cussion of the grounds and principles of their decision^ 
hvX summed up the essence of their award in the follow- 
ing words :* 

^^ While the referees have expressed a conviction 

ibat, there was not a violation in the case of a right which 

vcould be judicially enforced, they conceive they havie 

jfiuflBciently manifested their opinion,-that the attention;^ 

* See whole of the letter in Dr. Mowe'a Appeal, p. IIQ- 
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tespeet and tenderness considered to be doe Misd 
Adams^ relative to her publications^ sKould^ in their just 
operation hare prevented the interference complainea of^ 
and ought now to restrain its continuance^ unless rea-< 
sonable offers of compromise should be made^ and should 
fail of having their proper effect. This is so clearly 
ex^ssed, that we consider it only necessary to suggest 
a renewed examination of the report for an answer to 
'the inquiiy on this head." 

The only effect of this answer of the referees upon 
]>r. M. he declares;^ was^ ^^ to make him suppose^ thai 
here this most frivolous and vexatious controversy 
would have terminated. I thought I had done enough 
to satisfy any reasonable minds.'^ ^^I considered at the 
time, and have ever since considered, that the ^^ offers of 
compromise . above stated, made by Mr. £. to Miss A« 
by my desire and in my behalf, and which Miss A* 
thought fa to treat with neglect, were, on my part, an 
honourable, full, and complete fulfilment of the requisi-* 
tioits of the award ; and that Di^. P. and myself were, in 
this manner exonerated from every obligation to Mls9 
A. in regard to her Histories of New England, except 
what every other individual in the community is under 
to her.'' 

Now I must beg my readers particularly to remark^ 
that the ^^ offers of compromise," of which Dr. M«' 
speaks, at the most amounted to nothing more than 
timers to talk about a compromise. It did not even amount 
to this, for I was given expressly to understand that 
the whole of the compromise was to consist in talk ! 
That Mr. B. was not authorized to make me any offer 
of a compromise, but metely to propose to me the privi- 
lege of an interview, will be seen by the following let- 
ter of that gentleman, written in answer to the inquiries 
of Mr. F. S. Ghanning to him on the subject : 

Dear Sir, Beverly, Mv. 9, 1809. 

I have just received yours of to day, and am per- 
fectly virUling to reply to it, as far as in my power. My 
recollecti€|i of the matter is not so distinct as perhaps 
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jou may imagine. I believe Miss Adams was abseiit 
from her lodgings when I wrote* to her on the subject^ 
which was the reason of my writing, and I have no re- 
membrance of ever making any verbal offer or proposal 
to Miss Adams in behalf of Dr. Morse. 

In haste, your friend^ 
Mr. Channing. J. E. 

I waited patiently, by th^ advice of my friends, for 
more than six months, in hopes of receiving some real 
offers of compromise from Dr. M. ; I wished them to come 
from I)r. Morse's voluntarv sense of justice, and not at 
my solicitation. But 1 waited in vain. 

Upon hearing he was about leaving New-England to 
be absent some months, Mr. Channing wrote at my re- 
quest, to know in what manner Dr. M. intended to com- 
Jly with the award. This letter, dated Oct. 1809, and 
h. Morse's answer, may be seen in Dr. M's. Appeal 
p. lis— ^115. Mr. Channing was told in this answer, 
that Dr. M. had made the only offers of compromise 
which he tjiaught proper^ by our mutual friend Mr. E. 
All the hopes I had entertained of that redress of wrongs^ 
M'hich Dr. Morse had pledged himself to give to the sat- 
isfaction of the referees, wejre now finally extinguished ; 
all that remained for me was to endeavour, if possible, to 
, forget the transaction. So much injustice, however^ 
made so publick by the affair of the reference^ could not of 
course cease at once to be spoken of. I was nevertheless 

* I regret that any thing you said to me yesterday has given you a 
moment's uneasiness ; and I still more regret your absence this morn- 
ing. I saw Dr. Morse yesterday. He appeared disposed to comply 
with the result of the referees, as he understands it. He does not con- 
sider any pecuniary compensation recommended. He wished when I 
«aw you, and still wishes for a friendly conference with you alone, or 
in company with some friend to both parties, in order to make the comt- 
promise recommended by the referees. It will afford me much sat- 
isfaction, if I can give you any assistance in this matter, that ha^ beea 
so painful to me as well as to you. 

Yours most cordially^ • 

LE. 
^Migs H. Adams. Boston^ June Sd^ 1809. 
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^xtretnely eaulioui?^ and guarded^ whenever I was obliged 
to speak of Dr. M. and so far from attempting to prejudice 
people against him^ I endeavoured to banish the subject 
from my mind, and conversed as little upon it as possi- 
ble, lest his ungenerous conduct to me, and the insults 
heaped upon my friends (whom he had charged with 
unworthy motives) should influence me too much. I 
had by asystematick silence almost dismissed the subject 
from my thoughts ^ many of my friends and acquaint- 
ance supposed the controversy between us settled, and 
I am persuaded, if Dr. M. had been equally careful not 
to revive the subject, he might have spared himself, as 
well as me, much trouble. 

I heard nothing more from Dr. M. for three years. 
In June, 181S, Dr. Holmes called upon me, and renew- 
ed the subject of my controversy with Dr. M. My 
mind at that time was overwhelmed with distress, occa- 
sioned by the death of the Rev. Mr. Buckminster, whose 
moral and religious excellence I knew how to appre- 
ciate, whose friendship* I h%hly prized, and whose 
death was to me an irreparable loss. When, there- 
fore. Dr. Holmes proposed an interview with Dr. M. in 
his presence, I answered, that my mind was too much 
afflicted to think of that subject then, but that I might 
hereafter comply with the request, on condition that 
some friend more able to defend my cause than myself 
should be prfesent. In November following, while I 
was in Dedham, the Rev. Mr. Bates informed me, that 
Dr. M. wished to see me in his presence ; and I soon 
after reeeived a proposal to this effect in a letter from 
Dr. M. The state of my mind with respect to this af- 
fair will be seen in the following answer, which I sent 
to him : 

]Rsv. Sir^ Boston^ J^ov. 29, 1812. 

Permit me to assure you, that I now am, and ever 
have been, willing to receive any written communica- 
tions from you, respecting the , award of the referees. 
Upon the most mature consideration, I think this meth- 
od vastly preferable to a personal iatenievk^; besides^ 



2 andemtood Mr. Biktefl^ tliatlie sbcolately deeUoed bot 
ing present; and it woald probably takcS more time to 
^d two persons^ to wbom neither of us would objee^ 
and to fix the time and place for an interview, than 
would be spent in writing* You may assure yourself 
that any communications you see fit to make me^ shall 
be received with respect, and treated with candour. As 
I can assure you, I do not mean it as a reflection, I 
hope you will have the goodness to excuse me for say- 
ing, I wish you to comply with this measure more for 
your sake than mv own. But if you refuse, I shall not 
harbour any unfriendly reflections ; but sincerely wislt 
that the unhappy dispute between us may be buried in 
oblivion. From your humble servant, 

HANNAH ADAMS. 
X)r. Morse. 

This did not satisfy Dr. M. He wrote to me agaiii 
Nov. 80, 1812, and deeply wounded my feelings, b; 
bitter invectives against my friends ; he even said, ^^.tha( 
whatever have been their professions, they have beeti 
really friendly to neither of us.'^ I ansivered that ^ if 
I had not any other reason for declining an interview, I 
should find one iu his reflections upon those gentleide^k^ 
who had given me the most unequivocal proofs of die* 
interested friendship.'^ But I had still other reasons^ 
Those respectable gentlemen, vrhom Dr. M; ^oposed be- 
ing present at the interview with him, were little ae^ 
^^[uainted with the subject, except only by Dr. Morsf'i 
representations of it. I had not the presumption to su^ 
pose myself equal to an unassisted discussion of the 
merits of a case, which he had contrived so much to 
perplex ; I knew too that I could do him no injustice 
by the course I adopted, because if he had really any 
intentioii of making me any fair offers of compromise^ 
they could be even better stated in writing than in words. 
This last consideration alone will at once vindicate my 
conduct to every honourable and impartial mind. 

After a short interval of repose, the perturbed spirit 
4^f Pr. M. actuated him again to agitate the c(mtroversy« 



06 wtet^ a letter t0 the rc^erees^ reqAestingtheir oi^in&n^ 
i¥hether Ms t^ro offers of an interview were not a fuU 
e€i»si{>Uanc6 witb the award* They declined giving 
their judgment oH thid question, as it had not been, 
mutually sttbmitted to them, but they at the same time 
gave to Sr, M. the means of determining the question 
for himself, 'f Ton seem/^ they remark in their answer, 
^^ to intimate somi^ doubt as to the meaning of our awards 
We eannot perceive that it is difficult to be understood ; 
but if it is so> it arose from our desire to express our 
opinion in a 'manner that eould not wound the feeUnga 
of you and your friend Dr. Parish. We have made 
^e attempt to explain it, and will now make another 
effort to render it as inoapable of being misunderstood, 
Its the nature of language permits, ^e did mean to 
SAY, that Dr.'s Morse and Parish equitably owed to Miss 
Adams a substantial and valuable recompence for their 
interference wkh her work. We did not estimate the 
amount^ because we did not know how much she had 
suffered. We did not jsay it should ^be^in money, be* 
cause we thought it possible that an - arrangement as 
to the sale of the books, and the disposition of the 
proceeds, might be agreed on by the parties, more satis« 
factory and beneficial. The form of compensation, as 
well as the amount, we left for the parties to adjust.'' 

Let us now suppose, that Dr. M. had labourea under 
a mistake hitherto. Let us suppose (if we can) thai 
Ihe did really believe> that two offers of an interview 
were equivalent tQ the offer of reaSQkial>le terms of 
compromise ; still must not now all doubts have ceased 
from his mind ? He had pledged himself to redress 
my wrongs to the satisfaction of these gentlemen, all 
Qf his own Aomination. H6 acknoi'trledges in his letter 
to them, ^^ that they nK best qualified to interpret their 
own iiistrument,'' and ihc^y tell him that they meant 
not offers of an interfiew, but a substantial and valuable 
mcompenc4^ Could there remain then any other ques- 
tion with an honest man, than how great was to be 
the compensation, not only for the original wrong, but 
for the Wg delay of reparation P 



. Lifttead of pursuing the only plain and* honourable 
course open to him^ this unhappy man employed him- 
self only in seeking how to evade what i am now 
justified in calling his most evident duty. He tells us^ 
that he went to Connecticut to inquire after ^' the mean- 
ing and requisition of the award^'^ when he ought only 
to have gone to his own conscience. lie gives us an 
opinion^ which he says he obtained fisom Dr. Dwight, 
in whichi in the face of the above decision of the re- 
ferees themselves^ that gentleman asserts^ that all the 
obligation) which the award lies Dr. M. under, is to 
^^ treat Miss A, kindly, a duty owed to her by all her 
acquaintance.'' To avoid the force of the explanation 
of the referees, Dr. D. asserts, that ^^ the legislator is 
not kt liberty to interpret his acts." Now, without 
inquiring into the applicability of this maxim to such 
a case as this, under any circumstances, it is easy even 
for a woman to prove, that Dr. M. cannot avail himself 
of it, because he expressly acknowledges to the referees, 
in the letter fb which their explanation is an answer, 

^^YOU, GENTLEMEN, ARE BEST QUALIFIED TO INTER- 
rRET YOUR <aWN INSTRUMENT/'^ 

Is it net plain then, that Dr. M. submitted himself to 
their interpretation, and can any one doubt, how he 
would have acted, if their interpretation had been in his 
favour? It is to be recollected, as an apology for Dr. 
D. in thus implying, that he understands the words of 
these distinguished gentlemen, better than they could 
themselves, and that therefore their explanation is of no 
validity, that he knew no more of the circumstances of 
this controversy than was given by the partial represen- 
tations of Dr. M. • 

In addition to the opinion of Dr. Dwight, we are 
presented with three others, to which no names are sub- 
joined ;- but which, we are told, are from eminent jurists* 
1 remark upon them, that they all relate to the award 
alone, without the earplanaiions of the referees^ which 

• Appeal, p. 1 21 . See also page 43, -where Dr. M. lays down the 
ma^^im that ^^^very man has a right to explain his own language." 



we Bbt named^ or alluded to. This single fact wSI 
take from these opinions all authority with the publick^ 
who will unquestionably consider the interpretations of 
the referees ot' their own awards as more likely to be 
eorrect^ than that of entire strangers to the circumstaneeg 
of the controvei^y. These anonymous expounders of 
the award are all eyidently kept in ignorance of this 
important fact^ that the award is not to be considered as 
an instrument^ drawii up with a severe and legal formal- 
ity ; but as intended merely to point out to Dr. Mv hid 
duty to me^ in language^ which should^ as much as pos* 
sible^ spare his feelings and reputation. To brings' 
however^ the value of these opinions to a decisive test^ 
1 make to Dr. M. the following proposal : If these three 
gentlemen themselves will consent^ or any other three 
lawyers either in this state or Connecticut^ of respecta- 
l>le talents^ and of known integrity and honour^ who^ 
under their proper sigQature3^ will publickly declare^ 
that Dr. M. after having pledged himself ^^ to redress 
my wrongs'' to the satisfaction of these gentlemen^ all 
of his own nomination^ after having applied to 'them 
for an explanation of the precise meaning of their award 
with the express admission^ that " they were best qual- 
ified to interpret their own instrument'' — ^and after being 
told by them^ that '' they did mean to say that he owed 
to Miss A. a substantial and vtdnaJbU recompence^^ — 
can nevertheless be said faithfully and honourably to 
have redeemed his pledge^ by making me tw» offers of 
an interview iwereiy,— ^if any three sii^jh lawyers can 
be founds who will put their names to such a declaration^ 
I hereby engage publickly to acquit Dr. M. of everf 
obligation to me of evei^ description whatever, — Wilt 
Dr. Morse desire any tlung more fair than this proposal ? 
On the 14ith of August^ Dr* M. again renewed his cor- 
respondence with me. He acknowledged with appa- 
rent fairness^ that he had received ^^ a more explicit, exr 
planatory communication" from the referees, and pro:. 
posed, " in conseqfiencey^^ to make an effort to produce 
an amicable compromise. One would naturally conl 
dude, that these ^^ more eixplicit communications" were 
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to be the basis of an accommodation ; but^ as iirill appear 
in the sequel, his real object was merely to obtain a nei/^ 
reference. Unwilling, however, to decline any pro- 
posal, which mieht lead to peaceful results, I appointed 
James Savage, Esq. as my agent to receive any pro* 
posals of settlement from Dr. M. on the basis of the 
award. On the !l8th October, Dr. Morse wrote to Mr« 
S. a letter,^ in which was the following passage : ^* It 
will facilitate the accomplishment of our business, sir^ 
if you will state in writing, specifically and distinctly^ 
Miss Adams' claims, which she conceives arise out of 
the award before we meet.'' Mr. Savage replied to 
this on the day following, " Agreeably to your request, 
I will state specifically and distinctly the claim of Miss 
A. arising out of the award, to be a claim of pecuniary 
compensation ; on the quantity of this compensation^ 
you and I will not easily differ, for it must depend chief- 
ly on your sense of justice. Miss A. assures me she is 
anxious only to close the controversy, and give you an 
acquittance and discharge, and dismiss the recollection 
from her thoughts." 

^^If yeu, sir, conceive that any other topic ought to be 
considered at our meeting as arising out of the awards 
your suggestion of it will enable me previously to sub- 
mit it to my principal." 

It will be noticed by the reader, that, when my agent 
is to meet Dr. Morse, in order to effect a settlement un- 
der the award, he can perceive the convenience, and 
propriety of a previous written communication^ stating; 
ipy demands ; yet he had not been able to see the pro- 
priety of my former request, that any ofiS&rs he had to 
make for settlement should be in writing, that I might 
have time to consider them, and advise with my friends* 
No ; he resolved if possible to draw me into an inter- 
view where he would have enjoyed so vast a superiority. 

It should be remarked that Mr. Savage received from' 
Dr. Morse no intimation of any other topick to be dis- 
cussed, but was invited to GharlestowH, where, on the 

* The whole of the correspondence of Dr. M. and Mr. S. is g^ren 
in the Appeal, p. 152—164. 



1st November^ after a conversation oi fbar hours and a 
half^ Mr. Savage^ being pressed by Dr. Morse to de* 
mand a speeificksum, ^^ assumed the amount hypotheti'^ 
Gaily, to be^ an hundred dollars a year^ since the publica- 
tion of Miss A/s history abridged^ without pretending 
to determine whether it might be more or less^ not having 
considered any of the elements of which the liquidation 
should be made ; and added^ that^ as to the amount^ he 
. might reply any things and if in his result it reduced it 
to a dollar^ I would certainly agree/^ 

Dr. Morse replied^ in writing, as follows : ^^ J. Morse 
rests on the ground, that he has honourably aiil faithful- 
ly complied with the award, as he understands it, by 
having made ^treasonable offers of compromise^' to Miss 
Adams immediately after the award was given. He 
denies, that any pecuniary compensation is, or has been 
due to Miss A. within the fair construction of the award. 
He offers to have the correctness of his opinion tested 
by three competent men, appointed in the manner he 
has proposed to Miss A.'^ 

After reading this, no one will doubt that Dr. M. by 
requesting me to appoint an agent to meet him, ^^ in con- 
sequence of the recent more explicit explanatory com- 
munications of the referees,^' had, in truth, no, serious 
intention of conforming to their judgment ; but merely 
hoped still farther to involve this controversy, by the dis- 
cussions of a new reference. To this no one will think 
that I was bound to submit. 

Any one might naturally have supposed, after what I 
have quoted from the above note of Dr. Morse, there 
was an end to the negociation. Far from it, however. 
As if not satisfied with himself, he again calls on Mr. 
Savage for another discussion, which Mr. Savage in his 
reply very properly considers as useless, as '' no point 
remained to be discussed.'' On the proposal to appoint 
three men, Mr. 8. writes, '^ Miss A. will never consent 
to have the correctness of your opinion on one award 
deterndned by another, from different arbitrators. Suph 
a course would, in its nature, be interminable." 

Dr. M. now called on Mr. S. for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the question '^ whether his offers by our mutual 
4 



friend were not a perfect fu^ment qfthe awgriJ^^ Mr. 
Savage answered^ under date of Nov. lOtli, that^ what- 
ever Dr. Morse might have thought of the sufficiency of 
his offer formerly^ he had since obtained from ihe re- 
ferees^ in answer to hii^ inquiries^ such explanations^ 
more and more explicit^ as that Miss A. had a right to 
suppose he had received a different impression on the 
subject^ and that '' her agent would not now have to in- 
quire into the sufficiency of former, instead of receiving 
new proposals.'^ In answer to a letter from I>r. JMu 
dated Nov. 10th, which requested Mr. S. to ob^in from 
me more<^finite instructions, Mr. S. wrote to bim ilie 
12th Nov. an extract from which follows : " I'he na- 
ture of my instructions seems to have been sufficiexUly 
definite to close the controversy between yourself and 
Miss A. if any proposal of terms for settlement had 
been made by you, of which the suggestion of a single 
one, in any interview or letter, is not recollected. I con- 
tinue ready. Sir, to receive any proposals from you, and 
give you an acquittance on any terms you desire,^ not 
contradictory to the intentions of the referees and the 
honour of Miss A," In letters of 15th and 19th jfov. 
Dr. M. still insisted on an interview to discuss the mean-, 
ing of the award. Mr. Savage replied the i7th and S;2d, 
declining an interview to discuss M'hat he considered a(i[ 
already settled by the referees, who had declared they 
meant that I was entitled to a ^^ suistanticU unA valuable 
recompenae^^^ 

This was the result of the attempt to terminate our 
controversy, which was begun at the request of Dr. M. 
and which he now complains, in hi^ letter to me of Jaii^ 
nary last, has failed, for want of ample and definite in* 
structions to Mr. Savage ! ! The result of this agency 
was not unexpected by me, or my friends* We had for 
years abandoned all hopes of his doing me justice. 

Dr. M. had pledged himself to " redress my wrongs'^ 
to the satisfaction of referees, whose ^^ recent and more 
explicit communication'^ induced him to call on me ta 
appoint an agent. Mr. Savage w^as authorized to brings 
the business to a close on any condition ; but Dr. M. 
differed from the referees in his interpretation of their 
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awards and ndw demanded a new teference I Oh this 
absard demand I need make no other comment^ than by 
Quoting his own words, in a letter to the referefes, of 
Augast last, in which he says, ^^ Should their award re- 
i^etefble yours, we might repeat the round without end, 
and ctor controversy never terminate V^ 

I mlay ask, also, whether I could hope to find men 
il&ore able to decide on this question, more capable of 
tising plain language, or men more tender of Dr. Morse's 
feelings ; and is there not good reason to presume, that 
any aWard which should be in my favour, would be con* 
^idered by Dr. M. as partial, or even unjust? and was 
I bound to ^^ repeat the round without end ?'' 
• The letter to the referees, from which I have made 
the preceding quotations, may be seen at large in Dr. 
Morse's Appeal, p. 125 — 136. It is a singular com- 
pound of mortification and ill-humour ; and contains re- 
peated expressions of his chagrin that they had decided 
against him. This fact, which he elsewhere so perti- 
naciously denies, is, in this letter, more than once ad- 
mitted. In one passage he says ; '^ nine persons in ten, 
who should road your last communication, would under- 
stand you to mean, that we had not fuWUed your award'' 
— and in another — " I applied to you gentlemen to dis- 
arm my busy adversary of his weapons, &c. [the first 
award.] You have only sharpened them for his use." 
The object of the whole letter is, to persuade them, that 
they had mistaken the meaning of their own award, 
and to show, that he had a good claim to a more favour- 
able construction. It produced, however, no other ef- 
fect than the following reply, refusing, in language too 
definite to be misconstrued, to countenance him in his 
claims and interpretation, and explaining still farther 
the communication, which he had considered ^^mpre ex- 
plicit" than the first award. 

Boston^ 25 October, 1813. 
To the Jtev. Br. Morse. 

Sir, — ^WE have received various letters fronryou 
relative to your controversy with Miss Hannah Adams. 
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To such parts of these as seem to us to require an an- 
swer we now briefly reply^ hoping to be excused from 
further correspondence on a subject^ with which our 
connexion has long since terminated. Ton are already 
possessed of our reasons against giving any opinion on 
matters that have occurred since the hearing of the par- 
ties. These have never been submitted to us by the 
parties^ nor have they been heard respecting them* In 
regard to the disadvantageous circumstances under 
which you say you submitted to the hearings however 
embarrassing at that time^ or in the events we can per- 
ceive no reason to complain of our proceedings* When 
we declined acting on those other concerns, which you^ 
wished to include in the arbitrament^ sufficient reasons^ 
as we conceive, were stated for such determination. 
This was the only controversy which we. consented to 
consider. If you were disappointed by that determina- 
tion, announced at the first opening of the case, it was in 
your power to decline the hearing, unless the other mat- 
ters referred to should be included. You chose to pro- 
ceed ; and the complaints on this head, which you now 
so emphatically express, are, to say the least, unexpect- 
ed. You say, that our last communication is a new 
award. If this be true, it cannot bind you, for we had 
no right to make it. The part of our last letter to which 
you allude is this — '^ We did mean to say that Doctors 
Morse and Parish equitably owed to Miss Adams a 
substantial and valuable recompense for their interfer- 
ence with her work." This obnoxious expression isi 
greatly misconstrued by you, when you consider it asr 
implying any thing as to the quantum of recompense 
that may be due from you to Miss Adamsi. It expresses 
only the nature of it, as opposed to kind treatment^ 
courteous language, respect, &:c. &c. which, from some 
things in your communications to'us, seemed to be ap- 
prehended as the whole amount you owed her. This 
errour we meant to correct, and thought we had com- 
municated our intentions with sufficient precision ; but 
a$i foAher explanations appear to you to be necessary, we 
will now give an exposition of our award, in as plain 
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language as poasible. In substanee we said^ that Doc* 
tors Morse anfl Parish had not violated any right which 
any judicatory could enforce. We presume it will be 
admitted^ however, that rights, which cannot be enforced 
by any court, are sometimes binding on the conscience 
of a good man« We proceeded to shew, that Miss 
Adams had a right of this sort, acquired by prior occu* 
pancy of the subject, and assiduous and useful labour, 
and, also, tlMtt her peculiar circumstances rendered it a 
very delicate case as to any procedure that might tend 
to diminish the profits of her literary exertions. We 
added, that some amicable overtures were due to Miss 
Adams for satisfying her undefined claims before so sim- 
ilar a publication should be made, and so likely to in-r 
terfere with her reasonable expectations. The mind is 
here necessarily called to a pecuniary loss borne by Miss 
Adams, in consequence of such interference^ We then 
express our opinion, that this is not to be considered as 
a mere mistake, which is past, and may justly be forgot, 
ten ; for we say, the obligations resulting are still in 
force, and the Compendious Histery of Doctors Morse 
and Parish ought not to be brought into competition with. 
Miss Adams's Summary and Abridgment, without pre- 
vious reasonable offers of compromise with her. The 
terms of this compromise, we say,, we could not pre- 
scribe, for want of information as to facts. The plain 
meaning is this — ^Doctors Morse' andr Parish have im- 
properly, though perhaps inadvertently, deprived Miss 
Adams of a prospect of pecuniary profit, which was 
fairly her own, by offering their book for sale in com- 
petition with her publications. They ought to retrace 
this step, and take their Compendious History out of the 
market. But this may throw a heavy loss on them : 
therefore, we suggest the propriety of their making to 
Miss Adams reasonable proposals of compromise, that 
the sale of all the books may procieed. Should Miss 
Adams refuse to agre^ to any reasonable terms, it is fair- 
ly to be inferred, that those gentlemen may go on and 
sell their books. We now conclude, that when we 
awarded that Doctgrs Morse and Parish had violated 
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a right in Miss Adams which they were bound in con- 
science to respect^ and that they ought to retrace the step 
by taking their books out of the market, and thus^ by 
suffering a loss themselves^ prevent the mischief to Miss 
Adamsy.or else satisfy her by a reasonable compromise, 
we awarded that they owed her '' a substantial and val- 
uable recompense." 

We are, Sir, witli great respect, your obedient ser- 
vants, (Signed) THOMAS DAWES, 

SAMtJEL DEXTER, 
JOHN DAVIS. 

The last passage of this letter, in Italicks in Dr. M.^s 
Appeal, is not underscored in the original. 

Within a week after receiving this letter, with lan- 
guage so unequivocal as thiis before him, from men by 
whose decision he had bound himself to abide, whose 
integrity and capacity were above all suspicion or doubt, 
this infatuated man does not scruple to declare, that 
^^he had honorably and faithfully complied with the 
award!" 

He publishes these explanations in the very book, in 
which he declares solemnly to the world, that '' he has 
honestly and conscientiously endeavoured to do what 
appeared to be his duty to Miss Adams." It is with 
a cause so desperdte as this, that he wishes to connect 
the interests of what he professes to believe to be evan- 
gelical truth. It is, '^ I can assure the publick," says he, 
^^ less lo vindicate myself than the truth ; and the for- 
mer only for the sake of the latter. The attack made 
on my reputation, I consider as aimed ultimately at the 
doctrines, which I defend. I repel these personal at^ 
tacks in defence of these doctrines." 

But after the exposure, which has now been given, I 
am sure he can have no success in this desperate attempt. 
The theological party, under whose«shield he would hide 
himself, will not consent to defend a man covered, as he 
is, with dishonour. I consider, thei^efore, that this con- 
troversy, so painful and distressing to my feelings, has 
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now reached itts close. But I cannot indulge any sen- 
timents of triumph. Though my mind has been so long 
and cruelly agitated on this subject^ I am disarmed of 
all resentment^ when I think what ruin this unhappy 
man has drawn down upon himself. I weep when I 
reflect^ that it is necessary that I should make these 
disclosures of one of the ministers of the gospel of 
Christ. If there were any one, of these truths^ which 
I could omit consistently with the duty of self-defence^ 
I would most joyfully suppress it. But he has left me 
no alternative, and I have therefore only to beg my 
readers, after they have examined and satisfied them- 
selves of the innocence of myself and my friends in this 
transaction, that they would forget this painful subject 
as soon as possible, and forgive the author of my wrongs^ 
as I hope I do from my heart. 

HANNAH ADAMS. 
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NOTICE 



OF THE KEMABKS ON S. HlGGIKSON^ JUN. CONTAINED 
IN DR. MORSELS APPEAL TO THE PUBLICK. - 



I TAKE this opportunity to make a few remarks 
4m the appeal of Dr. Morse to the publick^ so far as 1 
am coneemed in it^ reserving a more full development 
of the subject^ if it should hereafter appear necessary, 
for another occasion. 

Dr. Morse insists, that my becoming and continuing 
his accuser in the affair of Miss Adams, and at the same 
time mentioning other reasons 1 had for thinking ill of 
him, after I had, for some years, been ranked among his 
friends, must be ascribed to my adopting the views and 
feelings of a party, and to my being under the influence 
of others. As he is under great temptation to make this 
believed, the discerning publick will doubtless look 
for the evidence, upon which he claims the privilege of 
such an explanation of my conduct It would indeed 
be a great point, for a man, sunk in the estimation of 
his former friends, to be able to show, that his merit y 
and not his demerit, is the cause of this change ; and it 
would be another great point, for a person charged with 
unworthy actions, to have it appear, that his accuser is 
under the influence of those, who have bad designs, 
which they hope by his agency to effect. 

^ I do not deny, that, with many of our best men, I was 
displeased with Dr. Morse's conduct in the affairs of 
the College. I do not know, who gave out the words, 
Dr. Mjdrse so often quotes, that ^^ he must be put down;'' 
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but I well remember, that^ on the discovery erf his in- 
trigaes, both in publick and in private affairs^ the con- 
yiction became general^ that he had concealed his real 
character^ that there was reaM^o r^ret the support 
ftnd confidence he had so loiq|PP^/^|PMd of which he 
had proved himself to be so unworthy. This conviction 
operated the more powerfully imixfy mind for the very 
reason^ that I had so lately relied fully on his integrity. 
Haying once found myself deceived, I could not easily 
be iiaduced to trust him again, and I can say with truth, 
that scarcely a year has since passed, in which I have 
not found some new cause to conilrm my unfavourable 
opinion. 

With regard to Miss Adams' affair, the publidc will 
now have an opportunity to judge, whether I have ever 
done him any injustice. 

Of the other ^^ more serioMS chains,'' as Dr« Morse 
very properly denominates them, the publick cannot at 
present judge ; and I shall not, without great reluct- 
ance, proceed to an exposure of the facts and reasons^ 
which have satisfied my mind. 

It would seem, indeed^ from Dr. Morse's statement^ 
that I had been tried, and condemned by .competent 
judges^ as guilty of calumny. See his Appeal, page 88. 
*^ The more serious charges have been examined by 
competent judges, and proved to have been altogether 
calumnious and false." 

In this quotation may be seen the facility of making 
false impressions on a reader, without violating the letter 
of truth. I need only say, on this passage, that the ex- 
' ^mination alluded to, which was only on one subject, 
was witliout my knowledge ; that, if I am rightly iii- 
fmined, the facts from which I had drawn inferences 
dishonourable to Dr. Morse were suh&tantiated ; but the 
judges, it is said, were satisfied with Dr. M.'s ex- 
planation, as to Ms motives of action. Perhaps some 
.clue, even to this sort of support, may be founa in the 
prepossessions in favour of Dr. M, felt by these gentle- 
men, and their consequent reliance on the trut^i of his 
statement. 1 have offered to prove to them, thr.t their 
confidence had been abused. 
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Tbege gentlemen, will not be offended^ when I declare^ 
that my charge yet stands good against Dr. M. even 
in the single ease^ wherein they are « said to have 
exculpated him ; and of coarse it is not true, as Dr. M» 
asserted that the more serious charges have been proved 
Calumnious and false. 

Res|>ecting Dr. M.'s insinuations of ^^ ambushment/' 
&c. I need only state^ that^ at the reference in April, 
1809^ my friend^ the late Mr. Ghanning^ did^ in pre^ 
sence of the referees, of Dr. M. and his deacons, avow, 
^^ that Mr. H. has charged Dr. Morse with an attempt 
to make mercenary matches, and. for his own interest 
and benefit, and if he can prove one it will render K. 
farther investigation unnecessary .'' In a letter to Mr. 
Channing, dated, Nqv« 6th, 1809, (page 115 ^^ appeal.'^) 
Dr. M. says, ^^ the other subjects in controversy, left for 
reference, must of necessity be left till my return. I have 
neither health nor time to attend to business of so un- 
pleasant a nature.'^ As I never have heard from Dr^ 
M. on the subject since^ the publick will judge whether 
he has discovered any anxiety for a fair investigation* 
The case I should have proved, if permitted, would 
not have been the one, which he. has chosen paHially 
to examine, for the very reason, that he well knew it 
could not be fvU^ investigated by me, without wounds 
ing the feelings of others, who are entitled to my undi- 
vided respect. On the whole, in regard to what Dr. M» 
has said respecting me, in various piirts of his book, I 
make one general reply, that all I ever asserted about 
him is strictly true. I have his acknowledgment of the 
most material facts in writing, together with what he al- 
leges in his justification. ^ 'Phis justification, I am able 
to show, is not founded in truth ; and, therefore, the in- 
ferences so dishonckurable to him, which I have drawn 
from these facts, are just. 

STEPHEN HIGGWSON, Jun. 
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THE object of this book appears to b^, to divert the 
attention of the publick from personal chafes againi^t 
the author^ and to fix it on an eveni^ wfiicid has no con- 
nexion with them^ and which took place ten years ago. 
He has sought to convert his own private controversy 
into a publick question concerning the tJoll^ge ; and l^aa 
attempted to elude an investigation into his own mo^al 
character by exciting a sympathy for Bm^ as a martyr 
to his religious opinions. We are about to make some 
^observations chiefly with relation to that part of the book 
which refers to Harvard College!. 

We acknowledge^ that we feel a deep ^nteresl in tl^s 
university ; but we are enabled^ we think^ to view this 
subject impartially^ having been absent from the country 
when the appointment of a professor of divinity formerly- 
excited a temporary interest ; and having never taketf 
tiie smallest share in the personal controversy hetwee|i[ 
Dr* Morse and Miss Adams. /-^ * " \j 

The first sentiment of every reader of this bdbk will 
be^ a wish that, for the honour pf religion, Dr. Morse 
had not thought it necessary to his reputa|ion to bring 
this affair before the publick, because it ji^t be appa. 
rent to every man of fair, mind, that the^dperend com* 
batent is too well versed in all the arts ^|m. is^cane ot 
worldly men, for a minister of that gospel, ii^Sich breathes 
peace, and requires a singleness and simplicity of heart 
and conversation. 

If it were true, that his conduct towards Miss Adam^ 
had been most delicate and correct ; if he had shewn 
towards her the spirit of a gentleman and chrbtian ; '|f 
lie had religiously fulfilled the award of the referees vi^ 
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her fkvour ; if he had not sought to elude that award by 
applications for support to all his zealous religious par* 
tizan-friends ; stilly if without a shadow of proofs he 
has chosen to convert a private quarrel into a publick 
one ; if he has alleged^, without the semblance of evi- 
dence^ and against truth and known facts^ that the con- 
troversy with Miss Adams owed its origin and derives 
all its consequence from the support given to it by the 
friends ot the College^ and on account of the part taken 
by hini in tjie election of Dr. Ware, he is a gross calum- 
niator ; and if so, utterly unworthy of the confidence and 
support of any sect of christians. That he has done 
tills, we shall now proceed to prove. 

It is very much against the integrity of any man, in 
any cause in which the question rests on facts and evi- 
dence, to find him defending himself by an appeal to the 
passions and prejudices of society. 

If there exist, unhappily for the cause of religion, 
some differences on points, which some persons deem 
cardinal, even those persons, however pure, ardent and 
zealous, must regret it. They must wish these differen- 
ces! healed, and not inflamed. 

Are you orthodox, as Dr. Morse defines the term ? Do 
on believe in the Triiiity, in the perfect equality of the 
ixm and the Father P In the doctrine of original sin, of 
predestination, election, the final perseverance of the 
saints ? You must wish, that other men should agree 
with you. If they are now sunk in heresy, ypu must 
wish to see them raised and converted, or you are no 
christian* 

Do you, then, think it right, when one of your breth. 
ren happens, in the course of tiie vast number of worldly 
affairs, in which he is engaged, his profitable publica- 
tions, bis printing speculations, his notes at the bank, 
his mortgages, and his various disputes and lawsuits and 
references thereout ari^ing^ to be involved in a particular 
controversy with an individual, that he should immedi- 
ately charge all he suffers in such a dispute to his reli- 
^ous opinions, and insist upon it that he is persecuted! 
on account of them ? 



We would ask the Rev. l)t. Dwight^ or any of the 
ether witnesses and certifiers in Ms favour^ whether they 
have ever received, any personal injury on account of 
their religious tenets ; and whetheiv tbey think it ten^ds 
to the glory of God, the advancement of religious truths 
or the pnnnotion of christian peace, for Dr. Morse to 
attribute all his disputes, and, if you please, injuries^ to 
his religious opinions ? 

Are they willing to connect the cause of religion with 
Dr. Morse, and let orthodoxy rise and fall with his rep- 
utation ? If they are, we must say, that tliey have more 
regard to the man and to the party^ than to the cause of 
religion and its truest interests. We hope and believe 
better things of them. An enemy of orthodoxy might* 
be willing, that Dr. Morse should be reputed, as he con- 
Btders himself f its great apostle ; but we cannot persuade 
ourselves, that such would be the wish of the friends of 
those principles. 

It has pleased Dr. Morse to endeavour to attach his 
cause and reputation to that of his religious party. This 
was natural and wise, on his part, much more than it 
was fair or true. 

Ood forbid, that we should put such a millstone around 
the necks of those, from whom we have had the misfor- 
tune to differ on solemn articles of faith ! 

£|ut it is not merely to the theological prejudices of 
men, that Dr. Morse has appealed, in order to avoid the 
force of the evidence brought against him by Miss A. 
We have a remark to make upon his book, which goes 
much deeper to his character as a man, and his princi- 
ples as a politician. 

In our own country, as in all free states, unbalanced 
and unchecked by any permanent division of power, our 
danger lies on the side of democracy. Wealth, and 
talents, and learning must always, from the constitution 
of our nature, be the smaller party. For example, in 
such* a state as purs, there are living, at this moment, not 
more than 1500 persons, who have had the advantages 
of publick education, and not more than double that 
number, who can be called rich. There are, therefore, 



two faimdred persoM tooneei^Meof beh^teilaaed with 

J^ealousy or suflpidoii agamst the affldent or the leanied. 
[t has been in all ages the triek of those restless men, 
who could lead th* multitade, to address their preju- 
diees^ and to hold up to liatred the few whom Providence 
has favoured above their fellow mortals. Who would 
have expected, that this principle would have been 
pressed into the service of a religious sect, or made to 
serve a turn in a private dispute with an oppressed fe- 
male ? Yet such is the fact In more than one pas- 
sage, Dr. Morse sneeringly intimates, tihat his opposer» 
are the ^^ genteel part of society,'^ ^^ the higher rank.^' 

Let not the Dr^ hope to evade this charge by sayings 
4hat he quoted from Mr. Milner. The quotation had 
no bearing, no point in the ease ; it was introduced 
solely to throw a shade over the higher classes of soci* 
tty. If, said he, you have not as numerous societies^ 
70U console yourselves, because they are Of a higher 
^rade and more genteel. 

This is an appeal to the mob. If Dr. Dwight, who 
is «ts honest and honourable a man as he is an intelli- 
gent and upright politician, does not blush at, and dis- 
own, and censure the introduction of such a levellmg 
principle into any controversy, his party feeling must 
have taken a deeper hold upon him, than we think and 
hope they have. 

Will his friend Dr. Pearson, and Mr. Bartlett ap- 
prove this mode of supporting orthodoxy ? Oan that be 
right in religion which is injumous in politicks ? If a 
man should say on a political question, the Federalists 
may console themselves for their want of numbers by 
the thought, that they are of ^^ higher rank and are more 
genteel,^^ we should pronounce it a shailieless appeal to 
popular envy ; and is it less so because the topick is a 
religious one ? 

b truth, this pamphlet of Dr. Morse, under pretext 
of vindicating his private ebaractei^, is a disorganizing 
attack on the Legislature of the State for patronizing 
the College, on the whole College government, on the 
great and v^ierable men, who |uive g^ven it thmr counte* 



jtMee and siipfioH ; Hud is a wilful defmrtitTe jfrom itc«r 
knowtedg^ and well attested faets^ as^ by the blessing 
pf GoD^ we mean to show. 

The great seopii of Dr. Morse's pamphlet is^ to shc^ 
that the eomplamts of Miss Adams were excited^ got 
up9 and have been proseeuted by his adversaries (as hf 
pleases to call them) in the election of Dr. Ware, This^ 
he says^ he means to prove : *^ Had there been no such 
revoltttioa in the Goliege, or no opposition to it^ uq 
publication at the time conc^ning it on my part^ the 
publiek^ would never have heard of any of these comv 
plaints and accusations of Miss Adams.'' 

Eji^cept one other desperate enemy of the College^ 
we think the Doctor has in t^ sentence displayed a». 
much self-snflftcien^y> and as strong a consciousness of 
his own importanee^ as a modest man ever did. It was 
a politick thing to assume so bold a tone. Men often 
believe^ bec^ause an assertion is made with a forward anc) 
impudent air ; and it would b^ m%hty pleasant to Dr. 
Morse to turn away the attention of the publick from all. 
the ii^ustice and insolence of the first part of the con- 
troversy with Miss Adams, and the art, and address, and 
meaimessy with which the awud of the referees has 
since been eluded. He shall not however effect his 
object* The reverend combatant appears tp be no 
n(»vice in the arts of controversy. He has all the cun- 
ning, if he has not all the ability, requisite to defend a 
bad cause. But it hais pleased God to deliver him into 
the hands of those, whom he intended to injure ^ and 
we shall simply hold him up in a situation, where he 
can do no harm, as a spectacle and warning to all, who, 
having committed <Kae fault, will go on plunging deeper 
and <teeper, in the vain hjope of extricating themselves.^ 

In order to destroy the eifects of the refutation he 
dreaded, he anticipates the cry that will be raised 
against him on account of his ^^ attack on the CoUegeJ* 
Butt he says, the charge is unfounded. His whole ob- 
ject simpln ^^ modestijf being ^^ to expose the very 
important and dangerous errours in its administration | 
to point Qtt^ the j^ervermn of its fundsj the chan^ in 



its religious character ; and to excite a/tctf ami necessa* 
ry alarm^ as to the eonseqaenees of these measures.'' 

Now^ reader^ what ideas can you form of the logick^ 
the delicacy, or veracity of a man, who asserts in one 
breath, that he does not mean to attack the College, and 
in the next brings forward such false and unprincipled 
charges against it ? 

Is the College a mere creature of fancy, which a man 
may cherish, while he renders its administrators odious ? 
If Dr. Morse could succeed in having it believed, that 
such alarming and dangerous principles prevail in that 
seminary, would there not be an immediate stop to pub- 
lick and private munificence towards it ? Would it not 
arrest, as wkh a stroke o( palsy, the influx of youth to 
that seminary? If the prosperity of Harvard should 
thus be once effectually checked, other institutions^ 
which, in the eyes of Dr. M. are the nurseries of the 
only true religion, would rise by its depression. 

^ Heaven forgive us, if we are uncharitable in suppos- 
ing, that such were Dr. Morse's views ; but judging 
merely from his pamphlet, and every man has a right 
to draw his own inference from an appeal to the publiek^ 
we should be constrained to believe, that he would 
smile if he should see its fair^edifices reduced to ashes, 
or this seat of learning, religion,. and virtue, changed to 
an inquisition. He might then write an exulting letter 
to his friends, assuring them, that their dreaded enemy 
had fallen. This, he knows, cannot be effected but by 
party violence, by the destruction of the judiciary, and 
the violation of the College charter, yet he looks forward 
to it with joy, as not a very distant event 

We have now to consider his assertion, that Miss 
Adams' complaints have grown out of the part the Doe- 
tor took in the election of Dr. Ware, and particularly 
his excellent pamphlet,-the ^^ True Reasons,'' which^ 
he says, his friends puffed so much, and which puffs he 
modestly prints in his present appeal. The pamphlet 
itself he thinks so good, that though it relates to an event 
which took place nine years ago, he reprints it at large. 
Possibly, however, this may have been done from other 



moiaves than van%. It was possibly to make a book^ 
that he eoald sell for Sl^ Sd^ though it may be printed 
find bouad as it now is for half that sum« In truths the 
Doctor seems determined to make a penny out of the 
affair at any rate« If he loses his eharacter^ he is some* 
what indemnified by the profits ; and if people shall be 
found weak enough to think this book a good defence^ 
which it is possible many good people will do^ rather 
Ijian read it^ why he will have his n^ney and imputa- 
tion too. 

Here let us make one preparatory remark. Drt M. 
has artfully r^resented one of the objections tc^his in- 
terfering with the controversy about the election of Pro- 
fessor of Divinity^ as being founded on his not being an 
alumnus of our college^ and he treats it as a very illib« 
eral sentiment. It is^ .however^ strictly true^ that there 
are no prejudices so deep^ as those in favour of the uni- 
versities^ where men have been educated. In Europe 
these prejudices produce perpetual quarrels. Now^ it 
would not be uncharitable to suppose^ that even Dr. M. 
officially connected as he is with Harvard University^ and 
with all those fair professions of regard^ which he some- 
times makes^ may have an undue preference to Yale 
College ; and that much of the pity and contempt^ which 
he often discovers for the ancient seminary of Massa* 
ehusetts^ which never gave him a diploma in divinity^ 
and refused to make him theological professor^ may have 
been^ in some degree^ produced by his early education. 

Let us now consider the authority, which the Doctor 
brings forward to show, that his dispute with Miss 
Hannah Adams was generated and has been supported 
by the friends of Harvard College, or its officers. 

In reasoning upon evidence, it is considered always 
fair to presume, that men will act according to the na- 
ture and force of motives. It would be thought unphi- 
losophical and irrational to contend, that effects will be 
produced much greater than their causes would warrant, 
or would continue for any great length of time after these 
causes had ceased to operate. In this view, we may 
ask, what motive could induce the government, or friends 
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of the College, men certainly of the purest and most 
honourable character, to pursue^ with unrelenting ven- 
geance, (as Dr. Morse would persuade his readers the 
friends of Harvard College have done) a disappointed 
, clergyman, who, after exerting everv nerve to counteract 
the wishes of the friends of that institution, was defeated 
in all his objects. He considers, that he was of so 
much consequence, that these gentlemen, neglecting aH 
their eiher conceius, alarmed at his weight and inflaence 
and arguments, have abandoned every principle of hon- 
our lind virtue, and devoted all their thoughts, and all 
their talents to crush a man, whom, we will venture to 
assert, they have invariably thought, when they haye 
thought of him at all,'tfae very best agent they could 
employ in accomplishing the defeat of his own schemes, 
and the destruction of his own reputation. 

If the reverend Doctor will but write in the style he 
has now written, they may safely leave him to his law- 
suits and his references, whether they are intended to 
bolster up his religious, or his personal reputation. Hav- 
ing moved in the circle of the friends and supporters of 
the College, we are enabled to state, that the Reverend 
Doctor Morse has scarcely ever been a subject of con- 
versation, at which we were present, during the last 
eight years. It gives us pain to diminish any man^s 
good opinion of himself, and of his consequence. We 
know, that, with some men, this high opinion of them- 
selves forms the greatest source of their enjoyment ; but 
truth constrains us to say, that we haye now heard, for 
the first time, that he is the object of the jealousy, the 
dread, or the envy of any respectable man. Tliis, if he 
is as humble as a christian otlght to be, and as desirous 
of living in peace and walking humbly before his God, 
as he pretends to be, must give him pleasure. 

But we have more specifick proofs, that his asser- 
tion, that his affairs with Miss Adams have a connexion 
with the election of Dr. Ware, is utterly without foun- 
dation. 

From his book, it seems. Dr. Ware was elected Feb. 
14, 1805. Dr. Moreens fgrnous pamphlet (as he con- 
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aiders it) did not appear till afterwards^ some time ia 
March. 

In September^ ISCH*^ Miss Adams of her own accord 
complained to Dr. Morse^ coming out of a Thursday 
lecture^ and received many smooth and honied words^ 
in which hfi so much abounds. 

On the 26th Sept. 1804, Dr. Morse wrote the cruel 
letter to Miss Adams to deter h|Br from abridging her 
own work, and implicitly threatening her with a rivaL 
ahijp, tantamount to the lasting enmity of Dr. Morse. 

Two letters passed between Miss Adams and Dr. 
Parish, also, mk this subject in October and November, 
480*. 

In Oct. and Nov. 1804, Miss Adams complained to 
Mr. Sliaw of her injuries, and the famous history of her 
Ufe j[so often referred to) the Doctor tries to prove was 
written in 1804<, or early in 1806. 

Now we beg the publick to consider, how an election 
in February, 1805, and a pamphlet written afterwarAs 
could have stirred up Miss Adams' mind in Sept. 180* ? 
Did she perceive the workings of his spirit against the 
College in his face as he came out of Thursday lecture, 
and by a prophetic vision foresee the " True Reasons,'' 
with which Ms mind might at that time have been preg- 
nant, though they did not make their appearance till the 
following spring ? ^ 

Is there a tittle of evidence, that any human being 
advised Miss Adams to these first steps in 180*? 
None. They were undeniably spontaneous. 

Is there any proof, that any friend to the College, or 
person concerned in the controvei^y, or Dr. Morse's op- 
posers (as he calls them,) or the " leaders" in the op- 
position^ ev'Cr spoke to Miss Adams on the subject, be- 
fore her reiterated applications and complaints *to him ? 
None whatever. 

Is there the least evidence adduced by the Doctor, 
that any of Dr. Ware's friends, or friends of the Col- 
lege, other than Mr. Shaw, Mr. Higginson, and persons 
employed by him as his attornies, ever took part m Miss 
Adams' case ? None whatever. 
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We have been intimately connected with the College^ 
have known all its proceedings^ publickly and private- 
ly, and we most solemnly deelare^ that we do not recol- 
lect to have heard there was a reference between Dr. 
Morse and Miss Adams^ till several years after it ter- 
minated, nor to have heard the topick alluded to in any 
circle friendly to the College, or in any other, till Dr. 
Morse's appeal in the Gentinel in March last. This 
suggestion of Dr. Morse's, which charges, with the most 
base and corrupt views, men, who, whatever may be 
thought of their theological opinions, are confessedly 
men ol the most spotless honour and integrity, is made 
without a particle of evidence, and is directly against 
the truth of facts. 

The Reverend Doctor Morse was not contented with 
his first bold and unfounded declaration, that Missr 
Adams' complaints were brought forward by other peo- 
ple, with other views thAn to obtain justice for her ; — ^he 
repeats the charge in page 07, in still more offensive 
termst 

^^ My opposers have had the cunning, I cannot re^ 
frain from adding the meanness, to put forward, as their 
organ and champion. Miss Hanuah Adams^ It is high 
time that this frail covering should be removed out of 
harms' way Tand from the regard I have for the sex, 
with as«iucn gentleness, delicacy and tenderness as 
possible) ; and that she should be disarmed of the weap- 
ons with which she has so long supplied my assailants^ 
and for which she has received most ample remunera- 
tion. It is time the publick should know who are, in 
truth, the parties to his controversy, and what are its 
real grounds," Dr. Morse's "appeal. 

As to the Doctor's delicacy for Miss Adams's sex, 
we shall, in the sequel, have occasion to notice it, and 
show it to be the delicacy of a barbarian. Indeed, in 
the very sentence quoted, there is an insinuation exceed- 
ing in cruelty any thing, which ever came from the pen 
—we will not say of a minister of the gospel, or of a 
christian; but of a man, ^^ She has received most ample 
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remuneration.^^^ This alliides^ and can only allude to 
a: charitable sobscriptioa for the bare support of an in- 
y alid^ aged woraan^ deprived by ill health and injustice 
of the fruits of those pious and learned labours^ to which 
she had devoted her life. This aet of oharity is ealled 
BEMUNERATiON for lending weapons to supply Dr. 
Morse^is assailants. Christians^ men^ savages^ we call 
upon you all to estimate the delicacy^ gentleness and 
tenderness of Dr. M. for the female sex. An act of 
mere piety^ and an aet too^ in which Dr. M. knows that 
several persons^ whom he would call orthodox^ took a 
part^ from their high respect for the literary merit^ and 
esteem for the private virtues of Miss Adams^ is con- 
verted iirto a corrupt, mercenary bargain, for the propa- 
gation of calumny. Let those believe, who can, in the 
Doctor's respect and delicacy towards the female sex ; 
for ourselves, we shudder at the thought of the tender 
mercies of such a man. 

We have seen that Dr. Morse fails in his chronology ; 
that Miss AdamiS' complaints jpreceiifei2 the cause, which, 
he Mys, produced them ; and we have seen that he has 
not produced proof of his assertion, that Miss Adams' 
cause is supported by the leading friends to the Col- 
lege. 

Let us now inquire, whether there is not evidence in 
Ms book, that he never had such an idea himself, and 
that, in short, he does not believe it. 

When his controversy with Miss Adams, at la^t, as- 
sumed so serious a character, that it could no longer be 
passed over, he himself proposed a reference. He 
named die referees. He named, indeed, a greater num- 
ber, than were selected, t>ut he named all the persons 
selected, and theso persons were three of the most zeal- 
ous friends to the College. One of them was a member 

* This base and unfounded assertion has been macle (as we nnder- 
stand) in still more offensive language to Mr. Savage, -when he viated 
Dr. M.4it Charlestown, hj invitation. 

— " They have bought the woman," said be. Thus did this Rev- 
erend Doctor in Divinity insult Miss AdaAas through her agent, who 
was aent at his request to terminate the controversy. 
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of the corporation^ the father of another wa8 a liberal 
donor^ the third was one of its oldest and firmest sup-, 
porters^ while all were equally and zealously attached 
to its present interests^ and its present administration. 

Did Dr. Morse^ then^ believe in 1809^ when he nam- 
ed and agreed to these referees^ that it was a question, 
in which the College government^ or their friends^ felt a 
party interest? Did he mean to submit his case to thoge 
very ^Meaders in opposition/^ who, he asserts, were 
then instigating Miss Adams ? No man will believe, 
that a cool, calculating man, like bur author, would so 
have done. 

The story, therefore^ of its being a College question, 
is fabricated. It is intended to diminish the influence 
of the award of those judges of his own choice, whom 
he could not overawe, or deceive, or persuade, by pri- 
vate solicitation, to give him a more favourable judg- 
ment 

This charge, then, is advanced without proofs, against 
chronological dates, and against evidence of an opposite 
and contradictory character, which evidence is produc- 
ed by the Doctor himself. 

As we were utter strangers to the controversy about 
the Professor of Divinity, all we know upon it is from 
Dr. Morse ; and by his book and statements we shall 
there^re be governed. In the first place,* then, what is 
there in that transaction, to justify the outrageous abuse 
of the present administration of the College ? 

We are not in favour of prosecutions for libels, though 
for much smaller things than this pamphlet many a man 
in England has been placed in the pillory. We thank 
heaven, that our pillory is publick contempt ; our trial, 
the press ; our judges, the publick. To this tribunal 
we appeal against this reverend libeller! 

We shall first collect in a body his falsehoods and 
calumnies, and then consider on what they are founded. 

The first article we have already cited, in which he 
speaks of the dangerous errours in the administration of 
the College, the perversion of its funds, and the just and 
necessary alarm which ought thereby to be occasioned. 
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He dieii comparefii the Oollege governmeBt to the Jacobin* 
ical party itow in power ; says ^^they are parallel cases^ 
aud destructive of the best interests of the church and 
country/^ He goes on to predict^ that his party will 
soon have a-majority of the College government on their 
side^ and then modestly asserts^ that ^^n. purified adminis- 
tration^^ (with Dr. Morse, we suppose, at the head) ^^ will 
bring back this seminary, with all its accumulated wealtlt 
and scientifick improvements (to use his own words) to its 
primitive foundation, and consecrate its whole influence 
once more, sincerely and honestly, to Christ and the 
ehurch.^^ 

We shall not degrade ourselves, nor inflame the just 
resentment of every friend of the College against such 
insolent conceit, by any further quotaticms. No doubt, 
when the day arrives that the accumulated wealth of 
the College shall be at the disposal of the gr3edy and 
needy swarms that have so long coveted it, when the 
president's chair shall be filled by the orthodox Morse, 
and his disciples alone shall teach us what we ought to 
believe in religion, then we shall be considered H^purL 



We have one or two remarks to make on these senti. 
ments, before we consider the grounds on which the 
Rev. Dr. Morse denounces a dreadful anathema on the 
present government of our College ; and we shall then 
see how far the publick have Ustened to the Doctor, 
whose prophecies and forebodings were as dreadful in 
180{^, as they are in 1814, 

Let us, then, make some remarks on the sentiments above 
quoted^ Is it true, that the present government seized 
the College by the same arts by which JejQferson and 
Madison rose to power ; and do they abuse their trust 
to the same wicked purposes? ^^Are the cases parallel ?^' 
Was there any attempt to deceive the people for corrupt, 
personal purposes ? Are the interests of the College ne- 
glected, and the worst men advanced to office, power, 
and place in the University ? What are the measures, 
which this denounced administration have adopted ? Is 
it the choice of so many learned and excellent men, as 
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its professors and tutors ? or the election of the briglhtest 
ornament of New-England^ as an ethical^ philosophical 
scholar^ for its president ? Is it in the improved state of 
the morals of the scholars^ or the kitroduetion, by Dr. 
Ware among their studies^ of Grotius on (he Truths and 
Paley on the Evidences of Christianity, and the |n?o- 
found and admirable Analogy of Butler ? Or is it in the 
increased number of instructers, or the respect and affec- 
tion for them among the students ? Is it in the liberal 
use made of the College funds in providing places of 
convenient and cheap^Tcsidence for the pupils ; or in 
building new halls for the more commodious and solemn 
worship of God ? Or will it be said, that the monies 
expended for the ornament, and preservation, and d%mt7 
of this ancient seminary have been profusely mkapplkd^ 
and ought to be compared to the wasteful misuse of the 
monies levied on the people of the United States ? 

Visit the College, fathers, friends^ and fellow citia^ens, 
see whether its government desei*ve the accusations ut- 
tered by Dr. Morse ; and whether their conduct is par- 
allel to that of the present administration of the United 
States. Yet so Dr. Morse says it is. But the Doeior^ 
like all other men in a bad cause, is left to make some 
contradictory concessions. He admits there have been 
^^ accumulations in the wealth, and improvements in the 
science of the College.'^ This is something from a bit- 
ter enemy ; though he thanks heaven, that they (his 
party) shall soon have the management of this wealthy 
and the credit of these improvements. 

It has pleased God to raise up to the College new and 
great benefactors, to open the hearts of our rulers, and 
tp promote, in a degree unexampled, the progress of 
science and knowledge, at the same time that it pleased 
him to permit the disappointed ambition and wounded 
pride of Dr. Morse so to harden his heart, as to induce 
him to strain every nerve to blast its reputation. 

We come, then, to the main question, in what consists 
this mighty revolution, so dangerous, so fatal to the 
College and to religion ? 

We have read the Appeal with great attention, and 
find this revolution to be caused by a refusal of the ma- 
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jority of the goveinunent to agree with Br. Morse^ as to 
the choice ofa candidate for the professorship of divin- 
ity. In our fitate^ for many years^ we have been in the 
habit of selecting the best men for offices in church and 
state^ without req^uiring any other proofs of orthodoxy, , 
than that they were serious^ learned and devout chris- 
tians. We have found by experience, that there Mxre 
pious men of all sects of christians ; and we did not 
perceive either the right or the expediency of requiring, 
that every man should agree with us in ail points, pro- 
vided he coincided with us in the most essential. There 
may. be men, perhaps, who carry their prejudices so far, 
as to prefer even such a man as Dr. Morse to such a 
humble, disinterested, benevolent, exemplary christian 
and scholar, as Dr. Ware ; but such are not the College 
jgovemment — such are not the people of Massachusetts. 

This then is the great sin, the unpardonable sin, which 
has heen committed. The people adhere to their Bi- 
hles'; they find nothing about Arianism, or Calvinism, 
or Socinianism in them. They want to hear nothing 
of them in the pulpit They cannot understand these 
disputes ; and if they did, they would only proceed to 
persecute oiie another unto the death, as they used to do, 
60 long as this polemical divinity was in fashion. I^ 
other words, they wish to banish aU bitterness and 
spiritual tyranny from their colleges and churches, and 
to introduce that meekness, candour, and brotherly love, 
which the gospel inculcates,. 

Let us now look into the Doctor's argument on th^T^ 
violation of Mr. Hollis' right. 

He is so sensible, that the statutes of Mr. JloUis and 
his bond will not bear hiqi out in his argument, that he 
has had recourse to Mr. H/s letters and private opin- 
ions. This, it is obvious, is not legal or constitutional 
ground. As to the statutes, there is not a syllable in 
them which favours Dr. M.'s opinions, except the words, 
^^ sound and orthodox.'' The word "orthodox," how- 
ever, is not of modern origin. It was used, when all 
the christian world were papists. If the reasoning of 
J)r. M. is right on this point, it would follow eciuall/, 
3 
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tiwt every college^ and every profestsorsWp in Englimd^ 
foonded before the reformation, beeaine extinct on that 
event, and its fundift reverted to the heirs of the founder. 
Cardinal Wolsey founded one of the most splendid col- 
leges in Great Britain. When the reformation took 
place, accqrding to Dr. Morse's reasoning, this and all 
similar foundations fell. We wish him distinctly to 
explain, whether he thinks, it would be wicked, or alarm- 
ing, or dangerous to religion^ to elect a proiestttnt to a 
papist professorship. 

But he speaks of violations of the constitution. Is be 
aware that the Legislature have sanctioned these mea- 
sures for nine years ? That neither of the Grovernours 
Strong, Sullivan, Gore, and Gerry^ has ever thoueht it 
his duty to protest against this violation, as Dr. Morse 

{)leases to term it, both of private right and publiek 
aw? 

It is, in fact, a wicked and disorganizing measure, to 
arraign proceedings so many years after they have been 
settled. The right of private judgment no man w^Ul 
deny ; but the right to use such opprobrious epithets^ ai^ 
to proceedings which have received the sanction of so 
many successive governours and legislatures^ is surely 
very questionable. 

We know well, however, that he has not limited his 
opposition to this measure. He used his influence and 
..threats with members of the Legislature to prevent the 
repeal of a statute, violating the righte of the Coll^ ; 
und he intimated that the College charter was alterable 
at the pleasure of the government. This is the mode, 
in which he has shewn his friendship to that seminary. 

In examining the argument, which Dr. Morse has 
chosen to bring forward nine years after the question 
was settled, as to the professor of divinity, we have 
hitherto considered it as if the statutes of the donor had 
been overlooked or disr^arded. The fad;, however, is 
otherwise. The professm* elect was obliged to sign a 
declaration, that ^^he would religiously observe the 
^atutes of the founder, and all such other statutes and 
' orders, as shall be made by the College, not repugnant 
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ikes^eto?^' Upon Hm part of the deelaration, the Doctor 
wisely makes no comments. It is, unhappily for him, 
an QBtire refatation of all his argoment. Mr. HoUis^ 
will is completely fulfilled. All that the Doctor reposed 
his objectioas'upon^ is, that the overseers had a right to 
demand the knowledge of the creed of the professor^ 
before ih^ ratified the choice. This, however, is not 
the general course of college elections. It was not the 
course in the case of the electbn of Dr. Tappan. The 
candidate is not consulted tUl after the election. If he 
will subscribe the statutes of the donor, and such others 
as the College government may prescribe, not repugnant 
thereto, his election is valid. The constitution, laws, 
and principles of the College do not provide for cate- 
chising a candidate before election. In short, it has not 
been the usage of either board to ascertain, in a formal 
manner, whether a man will accept an office before he 
is elected. There have been several instances of their 
declining after a choice« Who, then, would submit to 
a categorical examination, before he knew he should be 
elected ? This attempt was a barbarous relick of in- 
quisitorial power, which is alien alike from the genius 
of our government, and the spirit of our people. 

The Doctor repeatedly introduces the idea, that the 
College was founded for " Christ and the church ;'^ and 
he asserts, that the measures of the present administration 
are fatal to the cause of religion. This is meant to 
persuade the people, that the College is no longer do- 
voted to ^^t3hrist and the church,^' and that the interests 
of relisiion are purposely disregarded. This is a pal- 
imble falsehood, and the Doctor knew it. 

At no period of the College history was more concern 
manifested for the interests of Christianity, the church, 
and the preservation of pious and christian habits among 
the scholars. The College government have supported 
more pupils in theology during the last three years, thau 
were ever resident at the University, during any one 
period, 'for forty years preceding. But the Doctor will 
say, they subscribe no creeds. They may be Arians, 
Arminians, or embrace any christian sect, to which a 
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eottseientioud study of ttie scriptares inay iudme them.* 
They do not believe as I do. This may be trae. Nei- 
ther^ we hope^ will they ever practise as the Doeter 
does. 

Let us say one word on this doetrine of absolute eon- 
formity to any creed not in the language of scripture. 
Let us examine its spirit. If there b^ any principle set- 
tied by the Massachusetts constitution^ it is that of relig- 
ious freedom. If it had been the opinion of the frain* 
ers of the constitution that^ in order to be a christkin, a 
man must subscribe to the doctrines of Galvin> or to the 
Assembly?s catechism^ or any other complex articles of 
faithy they would have made it a part of their test. 
They have made a test^ as formal as that of Great Bri- 
tain ; a man^ to hold certain offices^ must be a christian. 
Gov. Strong, Mr. Samuel Adams, and many orthodox 
men, were members of the convention. When they 
framed the oath which was their test, they simply re- 
quired, that a man should profess a belief ^^in the chris- 
tian religion, and have a firm persuasion of its truth.'' 
We may confidently ask, did our Saviour require more? 
Is it competent thus to any divine to come into our state^ 
and impose upon us a test different from that imposed 
by our own constitution ? We can no more add to, than 
diminish from, the words of that creed. Who sfaaJi take 
from us that liberty secured to us by the constitution ? 
The man, who attempts it, violates that sacred instru- 
ment, that charter of our liberties. 
' But, says the Doctor, ^^ religion is in danger,'' because 
you differ from nte^ as to certain dogmas ; in other words, 
you are no christians! This, in the opinion of the pious 
man, who makes the charge, is wiurse than calling you 
thieves and robbers. But is it charitable to exclude me^ 
from their privileges, and to brand them with heresy or 
infidelity, merely because they differ from us on certain 
points, which we think essential, but which they do not 
esteem such ? Is it not possible, w& may be wrong, or 
have we received the keys of St. Peter, and are legiti- 
mate heirs to the infallibility of the church of Rome ? 

We remember a pictui'e at the Vatican, in which a 
Pope is trampling some good Calvinists under feet^ and 
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only the Fope crashing the infidels. Our Doctor in his 
pamphlet^ betrays the ancient spirit^ if he does' not en- 
joy the title of sovereign pontiff. 

Bnt to return to the election of a professor of divinity^ 
let us request the Doctor to reconcile Mr. HoUis, the 
foui^er's statutes^ with the precedent^ brought forward 
by th^ Doctor with such an air of triumphant authority. 
By Mr. Hollis^ first statute it seems he was liberal 
enough to declare^ that his professor must be in commu- 
Hion with some christian church of one oif the three de- 
noniinations^'Gongregational^ Presbyterian^ or Baptist. 
Now the Doctor informs us, that, in the yety first choice, 
of a professor, the corporatio4f in the face of this liberal 
statute, required the assent of the professor to Dr. Ames^ 
Medulla TheologisB, and to the divine right of Infant 
Baptism. What right the corporation and overseers 
had to require the assent of the professor to the produc- 
tion of Dr. Ames' brains, or to the divine right of infant 
baptism, when the founder had expressly declared his 
candidate might be a Baptist, we leave to the casuists to 
decide. It seems Mr. Mollis himself was a Baptist; 
and it was peculiarly improper in the overseers and cor* 
poration to insist npon his first professor's believing in 
infant baptism. On' the contrary, by the reasoning of 
Dr. M. the professors should be Baptists, because the 
founder was a Baptist. 

The point decided by the election of Dr. Ware was. 
this, that, in order to determine, whether a man has the 
requisite qualifications for filling the' theological chair^ 
it is not necessary to inquire, whether his opinions, on 
subjects on which pious christians are divided in senti- 
ment, correspond exactly with the private opinions of 
Mr. Hollis, or with those of the Westminster divines \ 
but simply, whether he is a man of acknowledged piety, 
learning, talents and benevolence. This is the utmost^ 
that the revolution in Harvard College, as Dr. M. is 
pleased to call it, amounts to. 

We have already shown, that in this decision the pos^ 
Hive statutes of Mr. Hollis, by which alone the electors 
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proceed to prove, iu opposition to Dr. M. that the 

Srivate opinions, also, of Mr. H. so far aa he himself 
eemed them essential, were perfectly respected by this 
decision. 

Doctor M. collects several opinions, which he thinks 
he has reason to believe Mr. Mollis embraced, and 
maintains, that an inqnisition ought to have been n»ade 
to determine, whetlier Dr* Ware, also, believed them. 
Now, without debating the point, whether these opinions 
are justly ascribed to Mr. H. it is certain^ that, if he be* 
lieved them at all, he did not deem them of essential 
importance. 

It is well known, and|ppdeed is not denied by Dlr. 
Morse, that the Rev. Dr. Hunt, who was the pastor of 
Mr. Hollis, was a catholic christian, who believed^ like 
Dr. Ware, that the scriptures, and not any human creeds, 
are the true rule of faith and discipline* Dr. Lardner 
particularly praises him for the open and undisguised 
manner, in which he preached his sentiments. 

But Dr. Morse, aware of this objection, ccmten^s^ that 
his deacon, Mr. Hollis, might differ from his pastor. 
Be it so, still it is certain, that the differences were not 
deemed essential by Mr. H. and this is all we need to 
prove. Mr. Hollis, so far from intimating, that any im- 
portant difference existed between them, seems to have' 
had the most unlimited confidence in him. 

Doctor Hunt was not chosen minister^ till seven years 
after Mr. H. was elected deacon ; yet Mr. H. assisted 
and rejoiced at the election of Dr. H. Is it probable, 
then, that he would have required more in his professor 
than he did in his own minister ? 

Hear what Mr. H. himself says of Dr. Hunt. ^^About 
1707^ Mr. J. Hunt was chosen pastor, and, by the grace 
of Grod^ we continue our ehureh^state, through good re- 
port, and evil surmises. We have walked in lowy till 
lately [thai is, fourteen years after Dr. Hunt's settle* 
ment] some few have been made uneasy by a hot zeal 
without knowledge. Yet I hope shortly the innocence of 
the upright will be manifested^i and the Wanderers be 
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ashojmedJ^ We see here, what judgment Mr. Hollii^ 
owould have passed on the very case before us ; for the 
religious character of Dr. Hunt^ as given by Lardner, 
eorresponds so exactly to that of Dr. Ware, that in 
many cases nothing more than a change of the name 
would be necessary to make it perfectly appropriate. 

In order to prevent any change in his statutes and 
orders after his death, (thalt is, the making them either 
more or less strict) be took a bond of the College for 
their fkithful observance. The person principally con- 
suited about his bond, was this very liberal Dr. Hunt^ 
whom ^though his pastor) he was not bound to consult, 
if he differed from him (as Dr. Morse suggests). He 
must have known all his peculiar sentiments before that 
time, because he had then been his pastor sixteen years. 
Lord Barrington, the liberal and learned author of the 
Miscellanea Sacra, and the friend of Locke, was also 
one of the persons consulted as to the bond. Is it to be 
believed, that such men ever advised him, in opposition 
to their own isentiments, to limit a professorship to suit 
exclusively the principles for which Dr. M. contends ? 

It appears clear from these facts, that Mr. HoUis was 
not a bigot to his peculiar sentiments. Indeed, we can 
hardly tiiink this needed proof, after referring to his first 
iFtatttte, in which, though a Baptist, he left his profes- 
sorship open to Baptists, Presbyterians, or Gongrega^ 
tionalists. 

If, however, in opposition to this evidence, it should 
be gratuitously assumed, that Mr. HoUis inteuded his 
private opinions on polemick theology should be bind- 
ing on the consciences of his professors through all future 
time, it is evident, that all his opinions must be equally 
biniiing. Now the doctrine of ^^ imputation'^ was as 
certainly among his opinions, as any otheT named by 
Dr. Morse, and must be believed equally with the rest. 
But Uiis doctrine, every one knows, is given up univer- 
€»lly by the Hopkinsian clergy^ arid we believe we may 
say, is now never preacljfed, at least in its original form, 
in any pulpit in New-England. On Dr. Morse's prin- 
ciple^ then, no prcjfessor at ^ndover is ^^ sound or prtho- 
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bridge ! uideed^ it is much to be doubted, whether any 
respectable clergyman, of any sect, can be found in the 
state, who could conscientiously accept the chair on 
condition of subscribing to this article ! So absurd are 
the plain and inevitable consequences of the principles^ 
which Dr. Morse would set up. 

On the whole, then, we see the deadly sin, whicli the 
College government have committed, is, in electing « 
professor, and making him subscribe nothing more 
than a declaration, religiously to observe the statutes 
of the donor; a professor of like opinion and liberality 
with the donor's own pastor, a pastor, whom he loved 
and i*evered, and consulted about his statutes. The 
crime consists in imitating the donor's own liberality^ 
who, though a Baptist, permitted the College to choose 
a man, who was nat hue. 

The revolution at the College consists in this, that its 
government have determined, that it shall be a Chris- 
tian, AND NOT A Sectarian College. They prefer 
the Bible, as a rule of faith, to the Assembly's Cate- 
chism. They adhere to Christ, rather than to Calvin, 
or Arminius, or Socinus. The students at Camlnridge 
are invited and encouraged to prove all doctrines, and 
hold fast only such as they conscientiously believe to be 
true. The arguments for all opinions are fairly laid be- 
fore them; all the best helps for understanding the 
scriptures are put into their bands; they are free to be- 
come Calvinists, Hopkinsians,*or Arminians, according 
to the best light that Ood may give them. To their 
master alone do they stand or fall for their opinions. 
Never, we confidently say, never did a brighter day 
dawn on the College, than now illumines it. Never was 
it more sincerely devoted to Christ and the church, 
1'hey only, whose opinions will not bear examination, 
who fear the effects of honest and unbiassed inquiry, can 
view, with alarm, the system of theological education, 
which is now established at Cambridge. 

We intend to close our remarks with respect to the 
College, by a few comments on the following note of the 
Rev* I)r. Morse, inserted in page SJ of his pamphlet : 
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^^ When I speak of my of^era^ I wish not to be mig* 
imderstood.. My observations are by no means intgnd^ 
ed to apply indiscriminately to the whole party in the 
opposition^ but to the active and prominent leaders of this 
party^ It is not necessary^ that I should name them« 
Their known and open conduct sufficiently designates 
them. The measures^ which have been carrying on for 
the last nine or ten years in- reference to the University 
at' Cambridge^ appea^ to me to be ruinous to the best f 
I mean the religious interests of that ancient and very 
venerable institution." 

. We shall not quote the rest of this insidious para^ 
graph. It seems^ that Dr. Morse has the vanity to be^ 
Beve^ that all the friends of the College^ as now ad- 
minist^ed^ are his personal opposers. He divides 
themvhowever^ as the Jacobins do the Federalists^ into 
the ^^ leaderSf^^ or a junto^ and the ^mmon mass of op«. 
position. He has charity for the last ; but none for the 
former. The leaders he will not name. Why? Be- 
cause he knew, that the charge was false. He knew^ 
also, that, in doing it, he would be comipelled to namo 
Gov. Strong, Grov. Gore, Chief Justice Parsons, Judge 
Sewall, Judge Parker, Judge Pavis, Mr. Dexter, 3i&. 
Otis, Mr. Prescott, Judge Phillips, Mr. Bigelow, Judge 
Dawes, Mr. Pickman, Mr. Quincy, &c. &c. for these 
have been the most ^^ prominent men^^ who have sup^ 
ported the. interests of the College for the last nine or ten 
years* He did not dare to put his reputation against 
such names, and a thousand others, whom we could 
mention. But we meet him on the ground of the ruin- 
ous effects of these measures, on the religious character 
of the College. We agree with him, that its religious 
are its best interests. 

We say, that in a free country, the opinion of the 
wise and good is the only safe test af the utility and fit- 
ness of any measures. A contrary doctrine must be as 
injurious to true religion, as it is in itself false and anti- 
republican. 

Now it so happens, that the College never received 
such proofe of publick and private confidence as H 
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We may date^ from his abase of it^ its preeminent snc- 
eess. Mot that we would attribute to the opinions of 
sneh a man the smallest weight. But we attribute mnch 
•f this success to the deserved influence^ of the late la- 
mented Chief Justice Parsons^ who adde*d the key stone 
tb his splendid reputation by devoting the last enwgies 
of his great mind to the pronkotion of the interef^ts oi this 
beloved seminary. We attribute it, also, to the elee* 
Atm of College officers of ^oemplary manners^ of pro- 
found and practical talents^ men whose characters are 
lespeeted by all; and beloved with enthusiasm by tbfeir 
firiends. 

The factS; however^ are so strong that even Hr. 
Morae, we should have supposed^ would have been 
nWed into silence. Never was the pobtick favour or 
private muniflcence towards the College so great as 
ivithin the period the Doetw assigns for the ^^ ruinous'^ 
measures. By one of our most respectable citiasens a 
liberal donation has been^mai^ the foundation of a new 
theological professorship. Boesh this look as if the in* 
tferests of religion were endangered ? Another has^ with 
almost unparallelled munificence^ founded a Greek pro* 
fessorship expressly lor the purpose^ among others, 
df promoting tiie knowledge of the scriptures. Boes^ 
tins portend ruin to the religious character of the CoU 
Itege? 

A thirds the late Hon. Mr. Bexter^ with a piety aadf 
fervour rarely equalled^ enjoins upon the CoUegie & 
course of lectures for^e purpose of promoting aa critical 
knowledge of the sacred writings^ and has generously 
granted most ample funds to ensure the prosecution ot 
his plan. These donations exceed in amount aU that 
had been given to tli^ College for 7S years preeeding^ 
and they are all devoted to re/matcd objects. 

These facts were known to Br. Morse^ as a member 
of the board of overseers, or by common report. What 
cim be thought of the man, who could, with the knowU 
edge of these facts, pretend that within th^ last mne or 
ten years the best, the religious interests, of the College 
were exposed to ruin ? 
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'Tbe le^lature have made a grant to tbe CoUe^ 
lyiihiii the past year^ exceeding in amount all the dona- 
tions made by the government from the foundntion of 
the University to this day^ and it passed both branches^ 
nemine contradioente. Galvinist and Arian^ Baptist 
and Hopkinsian^ all generously buried their relipioos 
differences to join in the good work of promoting science 
and religion. Doctor Mwse alone stands aside^ and 
seems to repine at the advancement of this glorious cause* 

Yet he has the boldness to appeal to Gon^ the search- 
er of all hearts^ for the sincerity of his views ! We are 
obliged to go back to the i6th century to find such a 
strange mixture of private ambition^ ^and pious pro- 
fessions. 

Such have been the publiek piroofs of favour during 
the time in which the College has been under what Dr. 
Morse calls its ruinous administration. 

Let us now proceed to evidence of its more extensive 
popularity and utility. 

Since Dr. Kirkland was elected to the presiden<iy^ 
which was ctmsidered by Dr. Morse as the climax of 
the ruinous measures of. the present administration^ the 
CJoUege has increased with a rapidity beyond all paral- 
lel. The three classes^ which have entered since that 
auspicious events have exceeded in number by one thirds 
that of the whole four classes twenty years ago. The 
whole number of students in October last was 301^ be- 
ing twice as great as that^ which existed in the College 
'twenty five years since. 

It should be recollected^ that this increase has taken 
place under singular disadvantages. The increased 
price of tuition at Cambridge has greatly favoured other 
institutions. The requisites for admission iftve been 
made so much higher^ that every half-fitted scholar hat; 
iiad a premium offered to him^ to seek promotion else- 
where^ 

What then is to be ^said against these proofs ? Will 
it be contended^ that the legislature^ the private bene^ 
factors^ and the parents of ^e pupils were all indifferent 
to the interests of religion^ w that they were ignorant 



of what Dr. Morse is pleased to call the revolation in 
the religious character of the College P 

To suppose the first^ would be to assert^ that we are 
in a most deplorable state of religious indifference^ and 
that Dr. Morse alone preserves the true faith and the 
true i&eal for religion. 

The last cannot be supposed^ because Dr. Morse took 
especial care nine years ago to warn the publick, in his 
pamphlet^ called ^' True Measonsy^^ (and only so called 
liecause they were not the " True Keasons'^) that the 
College was fast lapsing into dangerous heresies. 

Yet an obstinate^ crooked and perverse generation 
have continued to venerate the College^ and to believe 
it a good seminary of piety^ religion and science^ not- 
^withstanding the Doctor's denunciation. 

We have now done with College affairs. It was 
not our original design to have said any thing of Miss 
Aduns. It has pleased Dr. Morse to drag this lady 
before the publick^ and to attempt to stab the present 
government of the CoUege through her side. We were 
therefore obliged to read his remarks on his controversy 
with her^ and shall notice the subject only so far^ as to 
show how little he merits publick confidence. It will 
then be left for the publick to determine^ whether a man^ 
capable of playing such a part in private affairs^ is the 
best possible person to 'manage and direct the concerns 
of a scientifick^ religious institution. 

Dr. Morse's history of his dispute with Miss Adams 
may be compared to a nut with an enormous shelly and 
a very ^wMiZZ kerneL It is our design to endeavour to 
break this shell, and present the kernel only. 

The light of authorship is one of those ill-defined 
propertifli^ which, in all countries, leaves room for con- 
troversy. Worldly men will reason, as Dr. Morse did, 
^^ Is the world forever to be debarred from my light 
and information, because another had preoccupied the 

ground ?^' .This is an appeal to the general principle of 
berty, without taking into view those moral and deli- 
cate considerations arising from his own religious pro- 
fessions, and the necessities, the helplessness^ the.seXj 
the infirmities of his oten particular rival. 
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^ Dr. Morse knew^ belter than any man in America^ th* 
difficulties and embarrassments of an author^ and his 
undefined rights ; and ought to have known that almost 
indescribable delicacy due to literary competitors^ Mdth- 
out which endless collisions and vexations will take 
place. . 

The case of Dr. Morse and Miss Adams may be thus 

illustrated. The Doctor had enjoyed, for many years, 

the produce of very rich and excellent milch kine, in his 

Geographies, and Gazetteers, and other works,* which, 

if they did not enrich the minds of his readers, at least 

contributed greatly to enrich the Doctor. A most pious, 

learned, and excellent woman had a* little ewe lamb, 

which she had cosseted and brought up with much care 

and tenderness, and which was the sole dependence of 

her declining years. She thought she might shear its 

fleece, and, from its produce, spin a little covering 

against the winter's cold. The Doctor knew her well. 

He even boasts, that he had been friendly to her. With 

nU this knowledge on ihe on^ side and on the other, the 

Doctor proposed to take away this little tribute of the 

lamb. ^* You may kill him, and eat the carcase,^' said 

he ; '^ the wool I must have. It belongs to me, as the 

general owner of literary fleeces in New-England/' 

To drop the allegory. Miss Adams first published a 
work of much labour and merit, entitled a Summary 
History of New-England. It was known to Dr. Morse. 
She was known to him. He could not hut suppose, that 
when he published a work much cheaper, and at the 
$ame time almost as copious, on the same topick, it 
would ruin the sale of hers. Did he consult her ? No. 
His great defence is, that he published before he knew 
that she complained. But this, let it be remembered, 
was five years after he knew her work was out. This 

* We have ascertained, that the sale of Dr. Morse's books is as 
follows : yiz. Abridgment, 6000 per ann. — Geographj, 2 Svos. 1000 
perann. — Gazetteer, 500 per pn.— New octavo Abridgment (esti- 
mated) 1000 per ann.— and that bis income from all his publications 
has, for ten years past, averaged g2000 per annum, without mentioning 
his salaiy, which has been equal to that of the Boston clergy. 
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U the injMHcey that he did not eonralt hw ; ihai he 
gave her no opportanity to complain. Strange^ that a 
inan should be so blind, as to urge the vejyfatdty in ex- 
tenuation of the wrong.. The whole welkin wonld liave 
rung with the Doctors complaints, if any man had, 
without his permission, printed a new Gazetteer. 

But Miss Adams kmic nothing of the Doctor's in- 
aidious invasion of her honourable rights, till his book 
was for sale. When she did know of it, she instantly com- 

Elained, and she asked him, if she too might not abridge 
er own work. The Doctor answered her with wchtos 
so smooth, that she was silenced and satisfied ; not en- 
tirely soti^iZ, however, because the wrong already 
done was irreparable. But, notwithstanding these kind 
professions, the Doctor soon addressed her a cuttings 
cruel letter, in which he threatens this helpless woman, 
that if she dares to abridge her own work, he will be 
het "rival," and be ^^provoked^^ to a still cheaper 
abridgment of his own. 

Even Dr. Morse appears now to be ashamed of this 
letter, and endeavours to escape from the responsibility 
of it, by sayine, that he only expressed the opinions of 
Dr. Parish. this were true, it would avail him little. 
Merely to have been the bearer of such an unmanly 
threat to a most amiable, and deserving, and indigent 
woman, only fcnr exercising her acknowledged ri^ts, 
would be enough to stamp him with infamy. But he is 
cut off from this pomr apology. For Dr^ Parish declares 
to Miss Adams, that he should never have thought of 
joining in such a menace, if- he had not been kept in 
Ignorance of her real motives and circumstances. To 
0r. Morse they were known, and it was his duty to 
have made them known to Dr. Parish. Who does not 
«ee, also, that if Dr. Monse had not at least concurred 
M the threat, it would have been nugatory, as he was 
Joint proprietor in the work ? 

The matter »», however, placed beyond all doubt, by 
the Doctor's actual attempt t% execute his menace, by 
publishing an abridged edition at Salem, at 76 cents, 
tnstead of 21, jBd, the jnriee of his original wiHrk. !*!» 



eflfeacioas interposition of the Mends of Miss Adamsy 
compelled him to desist ; and all he ventured to do was^ 
to publish an edition, three years after, at Newburyport^ 
a.t 81, 12 1-S. The murmurs of the pttblick, at length, 
compelled the Doctor to propose a reference. It was 
referred, not merely en the principles of law and equity, 
bat of <^ HONOiTR.'' The referees were all nominated by 
Dr. Morse. They were honourable men, of high repu^ 
tation, unbiassed, disinterested. They decided against 
Dr. Morse« He quarrels wi& their decision. 80 do 
ve. Not because it was not sufficiently explicit for 
konourable men, but because it was formed fimn the» 
generous feelings of their own minds. They wished ta 
save the character of a minister-of the gospel. They 
wished to spare him the pain of being told, chat he had 
wronged a helpless female. They used ambiguous ex- 
pressions for tlus purpose ; but they are explicit in say- 
ing, that Dr. Morse owed something to Miss Adams* 
They left it to his honour and conscience, to fix tho^ 
amount of reparation. 

Had they Known the man^ they would have done| 
what he compelled them afterwards to do, — they would 
have said plainly, that he owed her, not ^^ courteous 
language,'^ but ^^a stibstantiat and valtiabU recom-^ 
fense^^ for ^^ a peeuniary loss.'^ 

What did this man of uncommon professions, upon 
lece^ving this award ? He, at first, chose to consider it 
simply as a recommendation to treat with her in a com- 
plaisant, and, what he calls, a christian manner. He 
Qould see nothing in it which required a pecuniary re- 
compense. This would have affected his purse. He 
accordingly employed a friend, Mr. E. who had an in- 
terriew with Miss Adams, and declared 'that the Doc- 
tor would never think of a pecuniary recompense. 

When Miss Adams rejected these overtures of a 
word^ character ; and when her friends insisted, that 
some pecuniary recompense was due, he denied it, and 
sfdd that the award meant no such thing. 

In a note noiD made, (can it be believed?) in May, 
1814, he char^ the late excelleiit Mr. Channing with 



a perverHan of ibe awards because he said that it in- 
tended a compensation. What authority Mr. Ghanniiig 
had for this assertion, and what colour Br^ Morse has^ 
at this day, to deny it, will be seen by the following ex- 
planations of that award, given by the referees, af Dr. 
Morse's own solicitation. 

If he had wisely chosen to abide by the delicate and 
doubtful expressions of that award, — delicate and doabt- 
fill (as the referees declare) only that it might not 
^^ wound HIS feelings'' — ^he and his friends might have 
gone on forever, and contended that the award was 
hose^md that he had complied with it, by compliment- 
ing her with the offer of an interview. But he solicit- 
ed and pressed for an explanation. If that explanation 
had been favourable to him, he would have trumpeted it 
through all Christendom. The referees would have been 
declared ^^ Daniels come to judgment." ^ But they ex- 
plained against him. They declared in April, 1813, 
at his request, that he ^^ equitably owed to Miss Adams 
a substantial and valuable recompense for interference 
with her work. We did not estimate the amount^ be- 
cause we did not know how much she had suffered. 
We did not say, it should be in money ^ because we 
thought it possible, that an arrangement, as to the sale 
of the books, and the disposition of the proceeds, might 
be agreed on, more benencial to both patties. The form 
of compensation, as well as the amount, we left to the 
parties to adjust." 

Here, then, there was no doubt left. It was an hon- 
ourable new submission on the part of Dr. M< as to 
"whai was to be done inforo conscienticB. Still, the 
Doctor was dissatisfied. He pressed the referees anew* 
He had a fuUexparte hearing or rather appeal to them, 
in writing/ in August last^ in which he ui^ed three times 
as many arguments as in the first hearings 

The referees then appeared to think it necessary to 
curb this turbulent and unreasonable spirit In their 
last letter of October, 1813, they say,tliat they adhere to 
the idea of a valuable recompense in contradistinction to 
^^ kind treatment, courteous language, respect; &c. &c. 
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w^hicb^ from yoQr commumcations^ seemed to be ftppre- 
hended as the whole amount you owed her.^ They 
conclude by saying, that they awarded ^^ a substantial 
and valuable reeomjpenseJ^ 

Here, one would suppose, all evasion was impossible.' 
Has this recompense been offered ? NO. What was 
offered ? A new conversation ; and, if that did not suc- 
ceed, a neir reference. Thus tlus pious man has ful- 
filled his obligations to his conscience and his .neigh« 
bour ! To shelter himself from the consequences of this 
evasion of his duty he has procured some certificates of 
his friends-r-who never heard the case except from him- 
self — ^that the original award was loose and uncertain^ 
and not binding. 

If the award had been one to be enforced in a court 
of law, it might have been right in strict law^ though 
not in honour, to hunt up opinions to defeat it. It 
would still have been dishonourable to resist opinions 
of men of his own selection, and of high legal and per- 
sonal reputation. - 

But as neither in its origin, progress, or issue, it had 
any other character than an attempt to settle an affair 
of honour and conscience by an appeal to honourable 
men, we cannot see the propriety of applying to his 
friends all over the United States, without the knowl- 
edge or assent of his opponent, to bolster himself up in 
refusing to comply with an honourable award. We re- 
spect these friends, though we must think it not a little 
indelicate in them to intesfere in a cause they had never 
heard. They were, however, deceived. They consid- 
ered it a question of law. They were right, in that 
view, in saying it was void. They did not know, that, 
the reference was made, to consider, whether any thing 
was due in honour. One gentleman, in particular, treats 
it as a mere question of law, and seems surprized, that 
the referees should proceed after they found there was 
notMng could be exacted in a court of law or equity.^ 
JBut the referees intended to say, that there was nothing 
due, which could be enforced in a court of law or equi- 
ty. Nobody pretends, that the award binds Dr. Morse's 
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eSkliB tA law. Every thing is free but his cottseieace 
aJid chaiaeter. 

There are tiuiiiberless eases^ which occiirin ten years^ 
where a party can recover nothing at law or in equity, 
and yet, itt fdfo conscientiaB, is entitled to remuneration. 
Take t^ne for example. A note is barred by the statute 
of limitations, and neither law nor eqaity can give relief; 
but if the debt was due flrom any honest man, and he 
should be setts&le it had not been paid, and a char^ 
should be made against his character for not paying it, 
and referees should say, that though it was not a de- 
mand in law or ei^iiy, yet it was a claim which involved 
his character, — eould he be justified in writing t5 his 
friends all over the country in order to elude an aWHrd 
fliade by judges of his dwn choice? tf a man should 
so do, would he be ikllowed the virtue of common 
ht)nesty ? much less would he be a fit man to sit down 
at the oommunioti table to Commemorate a merciful and 
Compassionate Saviour. 

But why did not the Doctor submit the subsequent 
awards, er the explanation of the original award to all 
ttiese fHends "f Dr. Dwight indeed appears to have seen 
them. But the important fkct was eoncealed from him, 
that these explanations Were given in answer to Dr. 
Morsels own express applieation. These explanaticms 
ate exptitit They declare a pecuniary campen^ation 
due. It is not in Doctor Morse's power to say^tbat these 
explanations are i'()t«2, that the referees had 12« right to 
explain their award. Tkey^ere made at his request,. 
and at his request alone. When they proved unsatis- 
factory, he then falls to abusing his own referees.. 

We have been engaged in publiek and private busi- 
ness for nearly thirty years, and a transaction more 
fraught with meanness, more subversive of every prin- 
ciple of common honour and fairness, never has iallea 
Within our notice. 

This is the substance of Miss Adams' case, without 
taking ihto view the many ag^jravations it received from 
the Conduct of Dr. Morse during the ten years in which 
ke has agitated it. fTell may the Dr. 'wish to divert 
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£be attention of 41i6 j^nblick fro^ tbi« trmsadjon i^ tl^ 
CSollege. 

We were^ in truths B^tonished Iq ^ncl;, he )ia^ gQi|6 
back nine years to revive the transactions on hU par4 
as to the professor of divinity^ till we read his paoir 
phlet^ and di^covered^ that it wap int^iid^d to f^ovej: an 
^iffair still mwe djisreputahle. 

As we wish to make our review as complete as pm- 
sible^ we shall do justice to one or two gentlemen^ whci 
are the objects c^ the calumny of Dr. Morse^ but wh^ 
need not condescend to defend theipselv^^s c^gaiQgit M- 
persions so unfounded. 

Mr. Stephen Higginson^ jum. makes a promipeAl; fig. 
4ire in the Appeal^ which we are reviewing. 

The publick will not be surprised at thisi wbe^ jtJiBy 
lUTQ informed/ that it was owing to the sympathy and 
generous feelings oi this gentleman^ that i)r. Mori^e wai 
not permitted, in silence, to trample on the rights of dcr 
fenceless female merit. The course our author }^^h t^gt 
ken, as to Mr. Higgdnson, is precisely what might have 
been anticipated. AThen speaking of his exertions i^ 
the cause of Miss Adams, he asserts, (a^s all men do^ 
who are supporting errour) sometimes Que thing and 
sometimes another. The truth is, that those, who kpow 
Mr. Higginson; as well as Dr. Morse says he did, caja 
well account for his zeal in favour of this lady frop th^ 
lungle fact, that she was indigent and deserving. He 
has done for her, only what be has done for many othr 
ers. It is painful to praise gucb naen, while they are 
iliving, lest we offend their delicacy, but it is just to rer 
pel calumny ; and we know there are thoqsandiBi of 
thankful hearts, who will applaud this just tribute. 

In order to judge of the value of the charges pf Di:. 
M. against this gentleman, we ^hall g^ve a few speclr 
mens of their inconsistency, as well as absurdity. 

Whenever it was necessary fey the great object of the 
Doctor, ^^ spargere voces ambiguas,'^ to utter loose and 
dark insinuations against tJie people, w'ho dp not agreed 
with him in all his religious seiitiments.; M^henlie wish- 
>ed tp excite that jealous spirit, agaiijK^I; what he plwsfi^ 
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io call the higlier and genteel part of society ; ajid to 
induce his religious friends to consider him as a man^ 
persecuted on accobnt of his sentiments^ then Mr. Hig- 
ginson is a mere tooly set on by pennons behivd the cur- 
tain. 

When he wishes to destroy the effects of Mr. Hig- 
ginson's reasonings he then represents him as an offi- 
cious intermeddler^ a piussionate^ unfeeling, unprincipled 
man* 

Wlien again he desires to crush Miss Adams^ then he 
attributes (dl the blame to her^ and exonerates all her 
i^dvocates. 

These points we mean to make out by quotations from 
his profitable defence. 

We are more candid than the Doctor. We state be- 
forehand^ that he says, his views were changed as to 
Mr. Higginson's conduct, and his rage transferred tp 
Miss Adams, as soon as he discovered her letter to Mr. 
8haw. 

Grant the apology. Honest men admit freely all ex- 
cuses, reasonable excuses for past mistakes. But if this 
be true, it still follows, that as he mow acquits Mr. Hig« 
ginson of all officiousness in intermeddling in the affidrs 
of Miss Adams^ he charged him before unjustly and on 
too slight grounds. It will follow, also, from this same 
concession, that he is wrong in charing any portion of 
this persecution to other causes and other motives, since 
he admits Miss Adams herself was the chief cause of 
the propagation of this story. With how much justice 
and reason she did it we have already shewn, and shall 
now more particularly elucidate. 

So then it appears, that the reader is to go over Dr. 
Morse's pamphlet, and taking his last letter of January 
31, 1814f, to Miss Adams, as the guide, to expunge* and 
strike out all his cruel and insidious remarks on Mr. 
Higginson and his friends. For he confesses, that his 
new light satisfies him^ that Miss Adams prejudiced 
these persons against him by her letters and represeata- 
tioDs. Why then repeat these calumnies? Let him an- 
swer. It should also be remarked, tiiat tlm letter of 
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Miss Adams was not addressed to Mr. Higginson^ but 
to Mr. Shaw. It was not Mr. Higginson^ who excit- 
ed her to give this history^ nor who circulated it^ but 
another most amiable^ affectionate^ generous^ noble- 
minded man I a man beloved wherever he is known. 

We shall now proceed to shew how a man of short 
memory^ or too much cunning, may happen to make slips 
and mistakes in his zeal to injure an honest man. 

In page 64^ Mr. Higginson is represented as a very 
demon. ^^ It is but candid here to state,^^ says the Doc- ^ 
"tor, ^^ that Mr. H. was, at tkis time^ ehgaged with me 
in a foolish controversy, which he indiscreetly originat- 
ed, and very obstinately pursued, and which issued in a 
manner not very creditable to his character.'^ pt is not 
necessary to add, that this is utterly false/j ^' It was 
in this state of mind, that he espoused Miss Adamses 
cause.^^ This, it will be seen, was in Dec. 1808. On 
the next page, he asserts, that Mr. Higginson interposed 
in favour of Miss Adams, carried him to Mr. Tyng's 
oiBce, and supported her rights. This was in 1809, 
three years before, and as long before the other contro- 
versy arose. Here is a dreadful errour in chronology. 
If the Doctor should attempt to get rid of it by spying 
ttiat he meant he first opentty espoused her cause in 1808, 
what becomes of Mr. H.'s motives for privately and 
earnestly espousing h^r cause, three years before? 
Then there ira^ nothing personal existing between them. * 
It was, at first, a pure act of benevolence. 

In the same paragraph, he quotes the opinion of the 
referees, that Mr. Higginson was urged by ^^ generous 
sympathy y^^ and the Doctor adds, ^^ I consider this a cor- 
rect fLuA precise view of the controversy;'^ and proceeds 
to lay the whole blame on Mr. Hisginson's friends. 
Was there ever such a man as Dr. Morse ? One might 
reasonably hope, that a man would preserve his memory 
to the end of a sentence ; but this the Doctor cannot do. 
In the next page but one (66) he asserts, ^^ Mr. Higgin- 
son had adopted Miss Adams' cause without her con- 
senty and contrary to her feelings." This was a bold 
ass^on, directly repugnant to Ms letter of 31 Jan, 1814, 



and to oilier evidence^ which we shall now addooe. Ik 
would be no excuse to say^ ^* I did not know that IVfub 
Adams supported you^ I learned that only last fall/^ A 

Sious man^ a minister of the religion of Jesos^ does not 
azard criminating assertions witnout evidence. It is a 
most rash^ and^ if a common man was concerned^ ive 
we should add^ diabolical spirit We do not ask our 
readers to trust to our ref^resentations^ but to look at 
our quotations* 

In proof that this allegation of Mr. Higginson's o^« 
ciotL8ne88 was &lse, we refer our readers to Miss A.^8 
letter, page 83, in which she says, that, '[ though she had 
sometimes, from fear of Dr. Morse, and a love of peace^ 
been almost induced to abandon her rights, yet Mr. 
Higginson's generous exertions to have justice done to 
her, excite her most livr^ly gratitude.'' 

Xu the argument before the referees. Dr. Morse again 
calls Mr. Higginsim's exertions ^' an officious zeal/' 
ii5;ainst what he then knew to be the fact. He ad^, 
^^ Miss Adams yielded herself and her accusations against 
me to be managed wholly by Mr, H. and his coadjutors 
behind the curtain ; but I impute it to weakness in her, 
and not to unworthy motives.'' All this he has 8ince 
taken back, and places the whole load on this excellent 
woman. *' I have no wonder^" says he, p. i7S, <^ since 
reading this letter of yours, written on purpose to be 
circulated privately, that all, who have seen it and be- 
lieved your re^iresentations of my conduct, should hav^ 
thought me a kind of monster, and have shunned me as 
«och. Were your representations true^ they would be 
just^ed in dqing itJ^ He says further, ^page 04, " that 
these mei^ hav^ increased her prejudices against him^ 
exalted themselves in her estimation^ mA prevented finy 
Mconciliati<m between them." Now it happens, that 
four years afterwards he charges her alone with exist- 
ing their prejudices against him. Bofli cannot be true. 
His eaxuse is, be did not know her^miduet at that time 5 
bqt that excuse proves, that he slandered her friends 
wil^out evidence. 

in page 96, the Doctor ib^ii^ it moimfiy to fulmSJ!^ 
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tliat Mr. Higginson, the object of tbe love and gratUade 
of so many helpless and destitute christians^ had some 
irirtues. He says, ^^ he is not blinded to his many virtues 
and amiable qualities.^^ What ! a man have amiable 
^virtues and qualities^ who instigates a woman to pursue 
nn unjust claim ; and merely because he had anothei^ 
quarrel with Dr. Morse, in which he was a wicked ca« 
liimniator ? This is Dr. Morsels idea of virtues and 
amiable qualities. We may easily conceive that a man, 
whose ideas of morality are so loose, may think that a 
solemn face, and a smiling address, will make amends 
for a selfish heart and an unrelenting temper. 

After these proofs of the various incoherent^ contra* 
dictory opinions expressed in relation to Mr. Higginson, 
we should hardly think it ^lecessary to add any thing 
farther, if it were not, that he has shewn an effirontery 
unexampled, in stiU calling Mr* Hi^nson's conduct 
^oMciousJ^ 

In a letter to the referees, dated March 17^ idl3, he 
asks, whether he was not justified in using that expres- 
sion ^offlciousness^' towaras him, by their award. They 
say, " It is not so justified/^ p. 184. They meant ex- 
pressly to exclude such an inference. Yet in his next 
. tetter to them, dated the 11th of August last^ he has the 
effrontery to to repeat ** the offensive expression,^^ (p. 
126,) and besides, to call Mr. Higginson, ^^ the principal 
propagator of these slanders'' (p. 134) against him j 
that is to say, the very charges, of which the referees 
had found him guilty. Such is the reverend author's 
view of the character of Mr. Higginson. Sometimes 
he wills him a principal, then a tool, then the instigator 
of Miss Adams, then deceived and prejudiced by her, 
and then the principal propagator of slanders^ which turn 
but to be no slanders at all, but solemn, serious truths, 
which are enough to ruin the reputation of any man on 
earth. 

The Doctor has been pleased to introduce the 
name of a very honourable, conscientious, excellent man ; 
Edmand Dwight, Esq. His charge against this gen- 
flemim is, that when under the solemnity of an oath as 



a legiilator, he could not consent to permit Dr. Morse's 
name to pass as a member of a religions corporation^ 
without a certain limitation of the powers to be granted 
to such a man. NoW; what ought Mr. Dwight to have 
done ? Basely desert the cause of religion and virtue^ 
or to act the noble part of avowing his scruples ? flven 
the Doctor admits^ he received his explanations with 
candour. But^ he says^ he has been disappointed in 
not receiving from Mr. Dwight a publick acknowledge 
ment of his errour. He proceeds^ then^ to endeavour 
to stab Mr. Dwight's friends^ as having been probably 
instrumental in exciting his prejudices. 

But why did our author neglect to state^ that Mr. 
Dwight submitted with christian. candour to a painful 
and laborious research into the cause of his doubts^ and 
came away confirmed in his impressions ? This would 
have been nearer the truth. 

There is one remark, which will be felt by all. Men 
of unexceptioimble morals are very seldom the subjects 
of suspicion on account of their private characters. If 
it was (as the Doctor would have us believe) his reli- 
gious zeal, which has broi^ht him into this strait, it 
would apply to all, who have shewn the same zeal. 
But it is not so. There are many men as zealous as he 
is whom we all revere and honour. We could name 
many men of more talents, more influence, more weight, 
of the same religious principles, and some of whom vo- 
ted with him on the v<ery question of the election of Dr. 
Ware, which he represents as the cause of all his per- 
secution, who always have commanded and always will 
command the respect, esteem and veneration of thoae^ 
who differ from them. Unhappy will it be for the 
caufte of religion, still more unfortunate for the cause of 
orthodoxy, if its friends should think it necessary to 
connect its reputation with that of our author. If he 
was a new man, but of yesterday, there might be some 
pretence for uniting together to support his character. 
but he is universally known. His reputation is estab^ 
lished. If it be a good reputation, calumny will atiack 
it in vain. ^ If it be not well supported it cannot be sus- 
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'. tained by pamphlets^ partial awards^ or certi£eatei^ 

i and letters from zealous friends. 

i We have now done with the reverend author^ and 

\ ean only express our deep astonishment^ that^ in such m 
cansBy a man should appeal to the Judge of all th& 

« earthy and should even have the temerity to intimate^ 
that this^ his own quibbling^ prevaricating controversy 
is the cause of the Almighty, the sovereign dispenser of 
eternal justice ! (p. 187, and pref. p. vi.) Religion ! ta 
what purposes is thy hallowed name sometimes per- 
verted ! * 

For ourselves, we are constrained to declare, that^ 
from the temper displayed in this pamphlet, from its 
tendency to inflame the most bitter resentments, its at-^ 
tempt to rekindle feuds fatal to religion, to the peace of 
tfate christian church, and to the interests of our Saviour's 
kingdom^ we should rather think it the cause of the 
ffeiKi adversary of the human race, than of the prince 
of peace. Let any charitable man read this pamphlet, 
a stranger to the true state of society here, and he would 
think the College had been wickedly seized by a set of 
wretches and infidels, who were bent upon destroying 
the christian religion ; that Miss Adams' and Mr. Hig- 
ginson's friends, (men of great talents and inflnence, he 
admits) were haunted by the most diabolical spirit, and 
were bent upon the ruin of a meek, quiet, humble chris- 
tia,n, who had done thom no other wrong than simply to 
defend the church of Gton, which they had sacrilegious- 
ly assailed. Such, we say> is this pamphlet of a chris- 
tian ^minister. 

From its s][>irit, we cannot doubt, that such a man^ 
would rejoice to see those whom he calumniates h\itvt^ 
ing at an auto da fe ; and that he would pursue them 
with as vindictive a temper^ as Calvin did the unhappy 
Servetus. Not so, we hope, is our spirit towards him. 
To whatever strength of expression our zeal in the cause 
of our friends and our beloved University may have led 
us, we .have not the slightest personal animosity to Dr. 
Morse. We wish him no ill. May it please God to 
grant him due ccmtrition for these manifold calumnies, 
6 
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fo ehange bis htut, and bestow upon liiiii a fbrgtTing^ 
fepenting tempeit ! May not his soul take its departure 
eburged with such a load of foul and unrepented usuries 
to liis neigUboor. 

AN ALUMISrUS OF HABYARR 
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